
Generous Churches Making and Nurturing Disciples

Between now and the end of July your PCC will 
be starting to consider prayerfully its budget for 
2017 and, particularly, how much this church will 
contribute into the Common Fund of the Diocese. 

PCC members will be spending some time thinking 
and discussing how God has been generous to them 
as individuals and to this church, both in terms of 
the blessings of this life and the spiritual blessings he 
has lavished on us, as we read in Ephesians… 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  
(Ephesians 1.3)

They will be reflecting on what resources will be 
needed to help this church grow in Christlikeness, 
Commitment, Partnership Influence and Numbers … 
but as well as considering the financial needs of this 
church, they will be reflecting on some significant 
issues for the Diocese as a whole that are particularly 
pressing for 2017. 

Play your part in our Church’s budget

Diocese of York
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In 2016, the Diocesan expenditure is budgeted to 
exceed income. This is largely because, even with 
generous increases in Freewill Offer from many 
parishes, the overall amount being contributed from 
parishes has remained static for 4 years at the same 
time as costs have increased.

There is another major factor to take into account. 
For over 40 years this diocese has been supported 
by huge grants from the Church Commissioners 
(£2.2million in 2016) and we have all grown to rely 
on this. From 2017 the amount of support that the 
Diocese receives from the Church Commissioners 
will reduce significantly and over the next ten years 
will halve.

The combination of this reduction, the operating 
deficit, and the effect of inflation means that next 
year the Diocese is likely to face a shortfall of about 
£1million* and so the Archbishop is asking every 
PCC to consider their response prayerfully.

*A target of an extra £1m sounds daunting but it is the equivalent of an extra  

£1 per week for every adult who attends church in the Diocese. 



Generous Churches Making and Nurturing Disciples

The simple fact is that the amount an individual 
PCC contributes into the Common Fund affects the 
support available to other parishes as well as its own.

As a Diocese we would like to be able to… 

• Maintain or even grow the number of stipendiary 
clergy we currently have 

• See vibrant worshipping communities being 
sustained throughout the diocese

• Increase our support for lay people as they share in 
ministry and leadership 

• Invest more in reaching younger people 

• Increase the numbers of young people training for 
ministry and keep them in the diocese 

• Plant churches in some of our new and growing 
communities. 

Since the amount given to the Common Fund 
overall has stayed the same for the last four years, as 
a Diocese we haven’t even kept up with record low 
levels of inflation and that is making it hard to invest 
for growth in some of these key areas. 

Why is this important?
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Please continue to GIVE – generously and regularly 
to your local church and through it be part of the 
mutual giving and receiving that sustains the whole 
diocesan family.

Please TALK – with your PCC members about how 
they plan to respond to this year’s request.

But above all, please PRAY – for your own PCC and 
for others across the diocese as they make these 
important decisions about how to use the gifts that 
God abundantly gives to his Church.

Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the blessings of this life  
and for the spiritual blessings  
that you have lavished on us in Christ.
We thank you too for one another,  
for those who serve you in different ways  
in every part of our Diocese.
As our PCCs prepare to make our Freewill Offers for next year 
may we all be inspired by your generosity,  
and may our gifts bring blessing to others. 
This we pray in the name of him,  
who for our sake, became poor,  
so that we by his poverty might become rich:  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

What can I do?


