Fresh Focus November 2016 

We are being encouraged to lead our churches into growth with some great practical ideas from the recent Leading your Church into Growth conferences and LYCIG Local. In this post I am pointing you to some web and written resources which will help you with some of the background thinking you may need. 
If you have other resources to recommend do let me know. 
Gavin Wakefield November 2016 
www.talkingjesus.org
What this website says about itself: 
“What do people in this nation know and believe about Jesus? What do they really think of us, his followers? Are we talking about Jesus enough? And when we are, are we drawing people closer towards him, or further away? 
These are just some of the questions we at the Church of England, Evangelical Alliance and HOPE commissioned Barna Group to ask on our behalf. But this was not just for curiosity's sake. We are believing, hoping and praying that this study - the first of its kind - will be a major catalyst for effective and focused evangelism in the years to come.” 
Some fascinating material here on how people become Christian, what non-Christians think of Christians, and who is most open to talk about Jesus. (On that last one, surprisingly(?), it’s people under 35, not over 35.) 
As a first go at this kind of research there are some things which might be better done next time, but it’s well worth looking at the findings, in a short video and a downloadable pdf. 
Mark Ireland and Mike Booker Making New Disciples: Exploring the paradoxes of evangelism (London: SPCK, 2015) http://spckpublishing.co.uk/product/making-new-disciples-2/ 
Offers an up-to-date overview of trends and patterns in making new disciples within the church. 
As archbishop Justin says in his Foreword, this is a map pf our society and evangelism today, not a manual and offering panaceas. It examines many approaches to evangelism, tells good stories and offers excellent evaluation of what is happening. It includes examination of growing the Church or growing people, strategy or spontaneity, prayer, the Alpha course and other courses, fresh expressions, Messy Church and the continuing role of the parish. 
The publishers say: Ten years on from their first book, Evangelism: Which way now? Mark Ireland and Mike Booker aim to take people a step further. Making New Disciples offers a practical approach, based on careful theological reflection and years of hands-on experience in local church leadership, theological education and the national church. The book is not so much a guide to the available resources, as a wrestling with the paradoxes of evangelism in a changing world, backed up with plenty of stories and specific examples. 
Bob Jackson What makes churches grow? Vision and Practice in Effective Mission (London: CHP, 2015) https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9780715144749/what-is-making-churches-grow 
This books covers many of the same topics as the previous one, with a thorough going assessment of what is helping churches to grow in CoE. The main difference is that it uses statistics to provide evidence, so it is especially useful to people who relate to charts and numbers! It does so without losing sight of God’s initiative: “the uniqueness of every church setting and community, plus the holy mystery implanted in the DNA of the Bride of Christ, means that there are no general or guaranteed solutions to the growth puzzle. I cannot tell you how to grow your church. But I can tell you the things that seem in general to be associated with growth. … There are no ‘off the peg’ solutions, only tailor-made ones, no self-invented solutions, only God-inspired ones. And there are usually no cheap and cheerful solutions, only costly, sacrificial ones.” p.262 
Robin Gamble Jesus the Evangelist: Doing it His Way in My World (Eastbourne: David C Cook, 2009) http://www.goodbookreviews.org.uk/review/9781842914076/robin-gamble/jesus-the-evangelist/ Many of us have been inspired by meeting and listening to Robin Gamble speak about being an evangelist who seeks to learn from what Jesus did as an evangelist. Robin has skilfully woven together Biblical material, history of the church in mission, reflection on experience and contemporary cultural sources to produce a passionate, compelling and thoughtful book. Excellent material to back up the LYCIG Conference. 
Here is part of the review in the weblink above 
Review: Jesus the Evangelist by Robin Gamble makes a special contribution to evangelism studies. A study of Jesus making disciples has been long awaited and here it is. Based on the biblical text, it is down to earth, amply illustrated, reflecting on experience, and set in the English context. Brilliant. This work will take its place alongside William Abraham’s The Logic of Evangelism and other classics which have defined evangelism studies for theological students, church leaders, members of congregations and evangelists alike. It deserves to be taken far and wide as many Christians will further explore, reflect, and take on the Jesus model presented here. This should be a significant book in any Christian’s library, making a real difference to their work and ministry to those who have not yet heard. I cannot commend it highly enough. Reviewer: Jim Currin
