PASSENGERS

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
Our family just loves films, not least because it gives us so much to talk about. The film for us over Christmas (ignoring Rogue One) was Passengers. “Spoiler Alert!” Chris Pratt and Jennifer Lawrence give a cracking performance of two passengers on board a long distance space trip woken up out of hibernation, 90 years early. Without giving any more of the plot away, Passengers explores themes of relationship and loneliness, of betrayal and selflessness, but most important for me the tension between the destination over the journey. 

The Nativity was a second short TV series that we watched over the Christmas period. Tony Jordan directs this with some skill, but key to his retelling are the Wise Men. They are like the narrators who act as our anchor points in an anxious story, our guides along a rocky way. Only, these wise men don’t really know what God is doing even if it is something impressive. Rather like Passengers, this version of the Nativity makes far more out of the journey of the individual characters in the story than the final destination to which they were all drawn. This is not to diminish the final scene, the destination if you like, as each character kneels before Jesus as God incarnate. Of course, that destination just becomes the beginning of a new journey both for God in the life of Jesus and each of these people in the light of their encounter.
Writing this in the middle of Epiphany, I am reflecting on how important being present in the moment really is. I have always been quite a future focussed person. In the language of Psalm 119:105, quoted above, I am more concerned with a light to my path, than the lamp for my feet. What I am learning is to pay attention to the path, my feet, the space and the moment that I find myself in, rather than always being fixed on the horizon. It strikes me that this is a countercultural move, because consumerism dictates to us that we have a right to the future, here and now. While the scriptures do speak about God fulfilling his purpose, even among us, they also speak candidly of the road ahead using words like perseverance and endurance (James 1:2-4 & Romans 5:4). Take the story of Simeon that we are about to celebrate, here is a priest that because of his faithfulness along the journey of faith is granted to hold something of a fulfilment of the future in his old hands. He knows that while he in part sees the end and the outcome of the story, in reality it is only just a moment in a much bigger storyline. The Epiphany does speak of the coming of God’s reign and his manifestation on earth: the NOW of God, and yet its focus on the incarnation of God implies that the journeys: the NOT YET of God are just as important. So let me commend Passengers to you and along the way be mindful of your feet as you attend to the path that you find yourself on. 
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