‘The Story we Live by’








Angela Bailey
How can we deepen the level of engagement with scripture for those with whom we minister?

A few years ago, towards the end of my sixteen years in a group of parishes, I was at a Brownie meeting, as you do. Present was a young adult leader who had herself been a Brownie and in one of our church schools when I arrived there. After I had done my input, told the story (I cannot remember the story or the context), she said ‘Vicar, you’ve been telling these stories for years, I heard that one when I was a Brownie!’ I replied that these are the stories I tell, Bible stories - that is what I was there to do. It was funny, and also reminded me again that if we do not tell these stories, no-one will. The story we live by, of our hope in Christ, how can we encourage deeper engagement with it?

This question has come up in various aspects of my work in the training team, in lay development. In our own teaching material we continually turn to Scripture for models as we develop discipleship and ministry. The ‘Say one for me’ course, which has just finished at Wydale and will soon start in Marton Middlesbrough, relies throughout on Biblical patterns of engaging with and praying for those who seek this ministry. Much of the RPA material is geared to learning by looking at models from the story we live by. As we work together on resourcing deaneries for mission we will again be turning to the Bible for our inspiration and guidance.
I was able recently to attend a briefing for clergy and governors, with our colleagues in Education, on the ‘Understanding Christianity’ material now in use in many of our schools. If your school is using this, it would be a great opportunity to link what happens with your congregations with the teaching in school. The material offers a first class resource for telling this great story that we live by.

Our planned ‘Open the Book’ training in March with Bob Hartman has had a phenomenal response (150 plus folk booked). There will be a Messy Church training in the Autumn – details TBC – all a partnership between preachers, schools work and parishes – to tell the story we live by. 

What can you make available to folk where you are?

· Give some guidance on various versions of the Bible, suggesting to folk they might put a new Bible on their birthday wish-list.

· If you don’t already – would someone in the parish take responsibility for ordering and distributing Bible reading notes?
· Connect with ‘Understanding Christianity’ if you have a school using it.

· Encourage people to sign up for a York School of Ministry module www.ysom.org.uk. This is our own diocesan theological training school, for anyone curious as well as for accredited ministries. ysom@yorkdiocese.org. Courses in York, Middlesbrough and Beverley.

· Web resources – can you advertise these on your notice sheet? 
The St John’s Nottingham timeline project has some great short videos on youtube on different books of the Bible.  http://www.stjohnstimeline.co.uk/ .
https://thebibleproject.com/ has really succinct, informative short videos on how to read the Bible as well as on the various books and also themes.

· Pilgrim – this range of material continues to grow and is very well received in many parts of our Diocese. Central to its method is Lectio Divina, listening with the heart to our Christian story. http://www.pilgrimcourse.org/ 
· Essential 100 Bible reading plan, from the Scripture Union stable http://e100.scriptureunion.org.uk/ You could point individuals this way (there is an app) and/or use the scheme in church. Eg you can do sermon series with the preacher choosing/being allocated one of that week’s readings for the following Sunday, use it for home groups, in school (there is a children’s version of the book ‘Big Bible Challenge - Take an Adventure through God's Great Story’ ISBN: 9781844275847).
· Looking for something that does not start with words or print, for folk less comfortable with reading in public? http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/resources.php has wonderful downloads - be sure to read the method first – it’s on one sheet, simple and effective.

IF WE DO NOT TELL THE STORY, CHANCES ARE THAT NO-ONE WILL.
