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Message from the Bishop of Whitby, the Right Reverend Paul Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in coming to be parish priest in this very special part of coastal North 
Yorkshire. 
  
Whilst the villages have a very strong Christian heritage reaching from the long past, as you will see 
from the following pages there is much that is exciting taking place today.  There is much potential in 
the role of the Church of England for the future, serving these communities, inviting people of all ages 
to be disciples of Christ, and equipping them to be ambassadors for a living and dynamic faith. 
  
We are looking for a parish priest who has a love of God and his people, has a secure prayer life, and 
will keep a vision of the parishes’ potential, as well as understanding the practical issues that are 
relevant to living and ministering in moorland villages. 
  
At the time of writing, the presentation of the living, which is in the Archbishop’s patronage, has been 
suspended, in order to allow the replacement of the former 17-18th century rectory with a modern 
house.  It is intended that the suspension will be lifted when the legal process is complete, ideally so 
that the appointee can be directly collated as incumbent. 
  
If you would like to have an informal conversation about this appointment, please contact the 
Archdeacon of Cleveland (the Ven. Samantha Rushton) on 01642 706095.  Applications should be made 
using the Church of England’s standard form, and sent to my PA, Mrs Mandy Robinson 
at Mandy.Robinson@yorkdiocese.org or by post to 21 Thornton Road, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 
9DS.  The closing date is 09:00hrs on Thursday 21st September and interviews are scheduled for 
Wednesday 4 October.  A satisfactory enhanced DBS is required. 
  
With prayers and good wishes as you discern whether God may be calling you to serve in these 
parishes 
  
 Paul Whitby 
  

mailto:Mandy.Robinson@yorkdiocese.org
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General Description 

 

 

Where we are 

The Benefice is located within the Diocese of York on the North York Moors National Park, in the Whitby 

Deanery, part of the Archdeaconry of Cleveland. The Benefice covers an area of approximately 6,370 

hectares of spectacular scenery, with mixed moorland, woodland and coast; with the nearby Moors and 

associated dales a popular destination for walkers, cyclists and all outdoor enthusiasts. The annual Tour 

de Yorkshire event frequently passes  close to our parishes.  The popular holiday destinations of 

Staithes, Runswick Bay and Sandsend are part of the benefice, each with beautiful North Sea beaches.  

Whitby, a very important town, historically and ecclesiastically, is a few miles to the east of us, an iconic 

place in the history of the ‘Northern Saints’. All this geography and history shapes and informs our 

mission and our lives. 
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Who we are 

The census of 2011 shows a total population of some 2,700 engaged in a wide range of economic 

activity, though the chief occupations are within farming and tourism. Good broadband links, however, 

make it increasingly easy for people to work from home in a variety of professions.  We are an aging 

population of church-goers, as reflected in church attendance, but we are nonetheless lively and 

curious.  Further details about the benefice is given in the table below. 

 

Parish Hinderwell, 
Roxby and 

Staithes 

Lythe and 
Sandsend 

Ugthorpe Totals 

Population 

(approx.) 

2444 660 225 2700 

Our 

churches 

St. Hilda’s, 
Hinderwell  
St Peter’s, 
Staithes    
St Nicholas, 
Roxby  

St Oswald’s, 
Lythe; St 
Mary’s (S) 

Christ Church 6 

Hall H: yes, the Old 

School; R: No; 

S: No 

Yes Church also 

serves as hall 
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Services: Ist 
Sunday 

Benefice 

Eucharist 

10:00hrs 

Benefice 

Eucharist 

10:00hrs 

Benefice 

Eucharist 

10:00hrs 

 

2nd, 3rd, 
4th Sunday 

Eucharist or 

Morning 

Praise (H) 

As agreed (R) 
As agreed (S) 

Eucharist or 
Morning 
Praise (L) 
Evening 
Eucharist or 
Evensong 
(BCP) (S) 

Eucharist or 

Morning 

Praise 

 

Attendance 
(typical)  
Ad (ch) 

H=25; R=6;  

S= 5 

20 18 74 

Baptisms 

2016 

7 3 0 10 

Weddings 

2016 

2 9 0 11 

Funerals 

2016 

12 7 0 19 

Electoral 

Roll 2016 

88 31 30 149 

PCC 

members 

10 8 7 25 
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Freewill 

Offering £16,000 £10,000 £10,326 £36,326 

Schools 2 1 0 3 

 

During Advent and Lent we hold Benefice-wide weekly evening house communions. This has proved a 

very warm way of expanding and deepening our table fellowship. Worshipping and breaking bread in 

each other’s homes has helped to create a sense of a Benefice wide community, a process that is still 

ongoing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each parish within this Benefice has its own, very distinctive, identity. We are flexible worshippers, though 

fairly middle of the road in churchmanship. We think we are also flexible in being able to do things differently if 

necessary. There are certain traditions that we would like to preserve: for example, on Easter Morning the 

Benefice congregations and many visitors meet before sunrise on Sandsend Beach for our dawn service, where 

we light our Paschal fire and take a flame in lanterns to each of the churches for the Resurrection Eucharists.  

Similar examples would be the St Nicholas service at Roxby on the Sunday nearest the 6th December, and the 

Crib Service at Hinderwell on Christmas Eve. We have also revived the ancient festival of Lammas and we 

celebrate the mediaeval First Fruits Feast (above) in the barn or barnyard of local farms, rotating around the 

Benefice villages. 

We also have our own Parish magazine, which serves the whole Benefice. 

 

Character of the area and transport links 

All parishes lie within the North York Moors National Park, along the coastal strip at the eastern edge of 

the Park. The area is mostly farmland, with fascinating small coves and attractive woodland. Farming is a 

mix of arable, sheep and cattle. Tourism is very important to the area, and the benefice has designed its 

own 43-mile pilgrimage walk: St Hilda’s Way, which Archbishop Sentamu inaugurated in 2015. 

Roads are good along the coastal stretch, with narrower roads connecting the smaller villages inland. We 

have a good bus service linking Middlesbrough and Whitby through Hinderwell and Lythe.  There is a 

railway station at Whitby, in the south of the area, but the nearest northern railway is in Middlesbrough, 

20 miles away. York is the nearest mainline junction, and is easily accessed along the A64. Durham Tees 

Valley (direct flights to Amsterdam) is the nearest airport, with Leeds and Newcastle also within easy 

travelling distance. The incumbent will need their own transport to access the villages which are not served 

by public transport, such as Ugthorpe. 
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Amenities 

Hinderwell and Lythe offer small shops in which the essentials may be bought. Whitby is a short, easy drive 

from the benefice, and offers a wide range of shops and amenities, including supermarkets, shops and 

restaurants, where excellent fish and chips can be enjoyed. 

There are doctors’ surgeries in Staithes and Sandsend, and a small Co-Op store in Staithes. Lythe has its 

own village shop and Post Office staffed by local volunteers and providing a range of essentials. Hinderwell 

has two pubs, a café, and a butcher.  

Larger stores are within easy driving distance, at Guisborough, Scarborough, and Middlesbrough.  Whitby 

has a good selection of shops including a good-sized Sainsbury’s. 

 

Schools 

There are three schools in total in the Benefice: two in Hinderwell and one (CEVC) in Lythe. 

 

Lythe CEVC School says ‘We are a small, rural primary school which currently has 86 children aged 3 to 11 

on roll. We are proud to be part of the family of church schools in the York Diocese but are not a “faith 

school for the faithful;” we welcome families of all faiths or none, and strive to take our place at the heart 

of the community in order to help all its members live life in all its fullness through our commitment to 

gospel values. 

A good working relationship between school and parish is key to the realization of our vision and we would 

love an incumbent who will actively work with us to develop this. We would like someone who would like 

to be a regular visitor to school in order to not only support formal activities such as Collective Worship, 

the celebration of church festivals and the teaching of RE, but also to be a more informal focal point for 

discussions and advice about spiritual matters. 

Our children speak in an open and thoughtful way about spiritual matters and we are currently working to 

promote greater independence in spiritual development through better involvement in Collective Worship 

and in the promotion of reflective spaces. We are also working to build staff confidence in discussing these 

matters, and to give our whole community opportunities to build a deeper understanding of other cultures 

and beliefs.’ 

See also our website: www.lythe.n-yorks.sch.uk 

 

Pastoral care and support for the incumbent 

At present, there is an active PTO priest living in the benefice, a licensed Reader and a Reader in training. 
 
Accommodation 

The new Rectory is located in Hinderwell, half a mile from the church and a 20-minute walk from the sea at 

Runswick Bay.  It is a four-bedroomed family home which has been much improved during the vacancy, 

including the creation of a new study, new kitchen and bathroom, plus redecoration throughout.  There is 

a sensibly-sized back garden, backing onto fields and off-street parking.    

http://www.lythe.n-yorks.sch.uk/
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Our aspirations for the future 

We see our churches as community spaces, where people come together to worship God, sometimes in 

creative ways. We are a musical community, and look forward to welcoming someone who shares our joy 

in music, and who can extend our repertoire. 

We have a range of talents across the congregation, and would like to have a leader who can harness and 

extend those talents for the good of the whole community. 

Learning is important to us, and we would like some direction for our spiritual learning. 

We are aware that our congregations are small, and that there are clearly limits to how much we can 

expand them. Nonetheless, we would like to make membership of the church attractive to, and an 

aspiration for, new members, particularly younger ones. 

 
 

The qualities and attributes of our new incumbent 

 A generous, compassionate and community-minded person, who is able to help us deepen our 

faith and understanding of Christianity 

 An effective leader of worship who is warm and welcoming. 

 That s/he be nourished, and nourishing, physically and spiritually, through the joy of living in 

such glorious countryside, and valuing rural life, not seeing it as a difficult challenge. 

 Be willing to engage with, and lead, learning in the communities in the Benefice 

 Continue to work with the schools and maintain the very warm and trusting relationship 

between teachers, children and clergy; and encourage involvement of younger people in 

church life 

 Be ecumenically generous, fostering connections already in place with Methodist and 

Catholics in relevant village contexts. 

 Have an open baptism and marriage policy 

 Work within the new organisation of the Deanery to support and bring to fulfilment the vision 

for the Deanery. 

 As the area is extremely popular with tourists, we are particularly keen to maintain our 

tradition of welcoming visitors to our congregations. 

 



 

 

 

 

1. ST. HILDA, HINDERWELL. 

The Parishes 
 

 

 

 

St Hilda’s (right) has the largest population centre within the 

Benefice. It is linked to two daughter churches—St Peter’s, 

Staithes and St Nicholas, Roxby. The parish area includes the 

villages of Hinderwell, Port Mulgrave, Dalehouse, Runswick Bay 

and Staithes. Hinderwell is the centre of the parish, mentioned 

in the Doomsday Book as Hildrewell, a corruption of ‘Hilda’s 

Well’. It has historic connections with St Hilda, the Abbess of 

Whitby, and was a place of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages, as St 

Hilda is said to have discovered the well (below) which still 

stands in the churchyard. We still celebrate the Feast of St Hilda 

each year in our Well Ceremony, and a pilgrimage has been held 

for the last two years, gathering support and   enthusiasm.  

Beginning at the Well, the pilgrims wend their way over the 

moors, following the 43–mile St Hilda’s Way, arriving  

in Whitby a few days later to hold a service up on the headland 

where the remains of the Abbey of St Hilda is located.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Hilda’s Hinderwell 
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We are the most northerly parish in the Scarborough Borough Council area, forming the boundary with 

Redcar and Cleveland. The parish is part of the Mulgrave Ward, which ranks within the top 25% most 

deprived wards in the DETR’s Index of Multiple Deprivation.  It is the seventh most deprived ward in 

North Yorkshire. 

The parish suffers from a range of socio-economic and health problems indicated by increasing levels of 

chronic illness; a high number of families in receipt of Family Credit; low car ownership; high eligibility 

for free school meals; a high proportion of single parents; high unemployment and a high level of 

vehicle-related crime. The parish has suffered from decades of social and economic deprivation and 

institutional neglect. This makes the public role of the church very important, a fact which is not lost on 

the congregation.   

We are a warm, welcoming and friendly congregation, and, although we may be small in number, we 

are big in heart. We have close links with our fellow Christians in the Methodist chapel and Catholic 

church, holding a joint Remembrance Service each year at the village memorial. 

We hold regular services in the church, currently led by our licensed Reader, our self-supporting 

minister, or visiting ministers. We look forward to welcoming a new incumbent to lead a more regular 

pattern of worship and learning. 

Our two small daughter churches are located in the nearby villages of Staithes and Roxby. 

 

 

 

Staithes (above) is an ancient fishing village, famous for its association with Captain Cook, and the 

children’s TV character Old Jack. It is a busy holiday village with a thriving culture, evident in its art 

galleries. St Peter’s, is a small chapel in the village, which has been partly converted to a gallery. Fewer 

services are held here now, with an occasional Sunday evening communion. A service is held jointly with 

the Catholics on Remembrance Sunday.  
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St Nicholas, Roxby, is a simple, historic church high up on the moors, with a commanding view of land 

and sea, and accessed by narrow lanes with wonderful hedgerows.   It looks much as it must have done 

when it was rebuilt two hundred years ago.  There is, unfortunately, no electricity or water on site, but it 

makes a beautiful setting for our candle-lit Christmas Service. We try to maintain regular worship there, 

with a tiny but faithful  

 
 
 
 
congregation. It is a well-established tradition to hold Benefice services there at certain times, for 

example on Rogation Sunday and the Feast of St Nicholas. It is also tradition to have a harvest 

celebration and sale of goods in the local pub.  

 

2. ST OSWALD’S LYTHE 

Lythe Parish is made up of Lythe, Sandsend and 

several smaller villages, East and West Barnby, 

Goldsborough, Kettleness, with farms in between. 

There is a mix of Mulgrave Estate-owned property 

and privately-owned property: Sandsend especially 

has many second home owners, holiday cottages 

and generally has facilities for the tourist industry. 

Lythe has a church school, a community shop, a 

community sports ground with pavilion and village 

hall amongst its facilities. We are a small 

congregation challenged by looking after two 

churches with dwindling finances. At St Mary's in 

Sandsend a recently-formed, enthusiastic steering committee has engaged to raise help and funds to do 

necessary repairs and investigate developing the building further. 

St Oswald’s (above, left) is a significant historic church. The original 12th century, post Conquest church 

was restored in its Norman character at the instigation of the 3rd Marquis of Normanby a hundred years 

ago (1910-11), under the direction of Walter Tapper, the eminent church architect. In its present form, 

parts of the original church were retained and incorporated into the present structure. It is now a Grade 

I listed building: the Spire on the Norman tower, which would usually be flat topped, was added to act 
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as land mark for sailors on a dangerous part of the coast.  The original Norman church was rebuilt on an 

already existing ancient religious site as the large collection of Anglo-Scandinavian stones prove: all are 

grave markers, or parts thereof, testifying to an Anglo-Scandinavian burial site. 

 

   Although there is little hard evidence, it is generally accepted 

that there was a church in late Anglo-Saxon times. 

Selected Anglo-Scandinavian Stones, along with medieval Stones 

from the Post Conquest church, form an impressive exhibition at 

the back of St Oswald’s.  It attracts many visitors, including school 

groups. 

One of the early Rectors of St Oswald’s (1499-150?) was John Fisher, martyr, a man of great learning, 

later Bishop of Rochester, and declared a Saint in the 20th Century. It is evident from grave markers in 

the churchyard, and memorial plaques on the inside walls, commemorating members of the Phipps 

family, that there is a long- standing history with the Normanbys, a connection which survives to the 

present day. And, of course, Mulgrave Castle, once the ancestral home, is close by, just south of the 

village. 

In recent years, the parish church and the village of Lythe have increasingly become a kind of musical 

centre. The church is one of the concert venues for the annual North York Moors Chamber Music 

Festival, whose patron was the late Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. More recently a week long early music 

performance course has been held, tutored by internationally acclaimed performers and teachers, using 

the Village Hall, Lythe School and both St Oswald’s and St Mary’s as venues for tutorials and concerts. In 

the past couple of years, local musicians have also given concerts to raise money for church funds. 

 

St Mary’s, Sandsend 

St Mary’s Church is located near the end of The Valley, on the south 

side of the beck. It was originally built as a Chapel of Ease in 1869 on 

land donated by the 3rd Marquis of Normanby, himself a Curate to the 

Parish of Lythe. The local population in Sandsend increased 

significantly at the time, and it was a long steep walk up Lythe Bank to 

the Parish Church of St Oswald. During the early years of the 20th Cen. 

Sandsend had become a popular holiday resort, necessitating an extension to St Mary’s. A new Chancel 

and a side Vestry were added in 1909. 

St Mary’s Church is a charming Victorian chapel built out of local sandstone, with a wood timbered roof, 

wooden rafters and roofbeams. It is much loved (and financially supported) by Sandsend residents and 

much visited by tourists. It has a very peaceful atmosphere, partly because it is quite secluded at the 

end of The Valley. 

In 2003 the Chancel ceiling was re-decorated in sky blue, and stars were painted on the ceiling, 

sponsored by villagers to remember events or relatives. 

Last, but not least, we are fortunate to live in an area where it is possible to keep our churches open. 
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3.   CHRIST CHURCH, UGTHORPE 

The Parish covers the villages of Mickleby and 

Ellerby as well as Ugthorpe. Mickleby has about 50 

houses, Ellerby 15 and Ugthorpe 60, with quite a 

number of outlying farms.  Ugthorpe has more in 

common with neighbouring villages in the Esk Valley 

in its farming profile, with many working farms. It 

has a pub, though it has recently lost its Post Office 

but it has no public transport. There is also a 

Catholic Church, St Anne’s, with which Christ Church 

has very good working relations. The area has strong 

Catholic roots, and Fr Nicholas Postgate, who lived in 

Ugthorpe, was martyred during the Reformation; for 

many years, we have held a joint Pentecost service 

with St Anne’s. 

Christ Church was consecrated in 1857, and has a prominent position at one end of the village. There is 

at present only one churchwarden. The congregation is small but friendly, with about 14-18 attending 

Sunday worship regularly. Over previous years a number of families and children have attended, but at 

present there are none regularly: we would welcome the assistance of the new incumbent in developing 

innovative ways to involve the younger members of our community in worship and prayer. The PCC has 

promotes family services, and we hold at least 4 a year, including Mothering Sunday, an annual Pet 

Service, Harvest, and a Christmas carol and readings service. These are usually quite well attended and 

appreciated by the village. Our Secretary has young children and energetically promotes these services. 

Sunday Worship is usually at 11 am, with a mixture of Eucharist and morning prayer. There is the 

occasional wedding, baptism and funeral. For a number of years, we have held monthly house 

communions in Mickleby, which have been much enjoyed by up to 7 local parishioners. These are not 

going on at present, but it is something we would like the new incumbent to consider restarting 

somewhere. 

The PCC worked very hard over the last few years to complete reordering works on the church, funded 

through the sale of the church hall, which was in need of much work. We installed a small kitchenette, 

toilet, new heating and lighting and new folding screen, and the church is now a multi-use space and has 

been used for coffee mornings and concerts as well as for services. The pews were taken out, which was 

a big change, taken with some trepidation, but the result has been fantastic; in great part due to the 

high-quality carpentry and carving work which was done by a local building firm and the actual 

woodwork by an Ugthorpe born carpenter. It is only a very short walk up the newly re-laid path, which is 

much appreciated by some of our older members and Christ Church is now a fully wheelchair accessible 

church. 

Fundraising activities are an important part of the life of the church and village, including a number of 

coffee mornings, and the annual fete still being a major attraction. This has all the usual stalls, cakes, 
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produce, bric-a-brac, books, tombola, pick a stick etc. inside plus in recent years we have been attracting 

more families with outdoor stocks, face painting, coconut shy, football competitions and guess the 

number of balloons in the tractor! The other major village event is an annual coin trail on May Bank 

Holiday Monday which joins St Anne’s Catholic Church and Christ Church with a line of coppers plus 

some silver. There are also stalls, including plants – Ugthorpe parish boasts quite a number of very green 

fingered parishioners. Harvest is also a highlight, when we usually have a harvest concert by a local choir 

and supper, followed the next day by an auction of produce and dominoes, raising funds for a worthy 

cause – both these events can now be held in the church itself. We have recently started holding a 

flower festival every other year, which has been very successful and has brought extra people into the 

church to help with the displays. Over the last couple of years, we have started a soup and sweet event 

a couple of times a year, held in St Anne’s hall, both to raise funds and as an event to bring the village 

together. Fundraising income has been increasing, as we have put extra effort into it over the last few 

years. 

Ugthorpe is a quiet spot with a very down to earth congregation. The church is a valued part of village 

life and we hope the improvements we have made to the church will stand it in good stead for years to 

come. The church is open daily, and visitors do sign the visitor book and occasionally put a prayer on our 

prayer net, and are obviously appreciative of the building and the quiet space. 

Challenges facing us include a regular deficit in our accounts, which we cover from fairly substantial 

savings (but these won’t last forever), renewing an aging congregation, extending pastoral support, 

particularly to those too infirm to attend church, or struggling with illness, and most importantly 

presenting our Christian faith to a population whose younger people see no relevance in our beliefs. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our profile. We are very happy to be contacted for further details, 

or to welcome you for a visit. 


