
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
To All the Saints in the Diocese of York 
 
Dearly Beloved in Christ, 
 
I invite you to read my Presidential Address ‘The 
Church on Earth is the Embassy of Heaven’. 
 
Please, then find two other church members with 
whom to pray, and discuss it as a triplet. 
 
All the baptised are gifted by the Holy Spirit to 
glorify Christ, and to edify the Body of Christ. 
 
What are your giftings for glorifying Christ, and 
to edify his Body, the Church? 
 
 
 
 

+ SENTAMU EBORACENSIS 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

THE CHURCH ON EARTH IS 
THE EMBASSY OF HEAVEN 

 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO 

THE YORK DIOCESAN SYNOD 

BY THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 

DR JOHN SENTAMU 

 
Saturday 5 November 2016 

 

BIBLE READINGS: 

 

1. 1 Peter 2: 4-5, 9-10: Ambassadors of Christ 
 

2. Ephesians 4: 1-8, 11-13, 15-16: Gifts of Grace, 

Office-Bearers of the Church and the Aim 
 

3. 1 Corinthians 12: 7-11, 27-28: The Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit 
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The First Bible Reading is 1 Peter 2: 4-5, 9-10: 
AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST 
 

The Apostle Peter is here writing to his friends in Christ that 

they, and we, are ‘living stones, a chosen people of God, a 

people belonging to God, a holy nation, a royal priesthood, 

a people of mercy.’ Therefore Ambassadors for Christ. 

For the Church on earth is the embassy of Heaven, and 

all of us who are called to be saints have fellowship with the 

saints in light already. 

 

As Ambassadors for Christ, a royal priesthood, what is our 

common task? In 1 Peter 2: 10, our common task is to 

Worship God and to Witness to God’s saving work in 

Christ. 

 

First, then, let us look very briefly at what our common royal 

priesthood role is. For we belong to God, we are chosen, 

we are a holy nation, a royal priesthood. 

 

‘Slaves of Christ and servants of men, women and 

children.’ Let us recapture the truth and wonder of this 

vocation. 

 

These royal priestly Ambassadors of Christ are the ones 

who learn the language of God and teach it. Their study is 

deep and constant, not that they may be erudite and 

eloquent but that they may be simple. 



 
 

2 
 

While they teach others what they do not know without their 

help, they are also learning from them about the questions 

to which the language of God is applied. 

 

Secondly, Christ’s royal priestly Ambassadors show forth in 

the life of the Church the dimension of a Divine 

Reconciliation. By their penitence and cry for mercy from 

the depth of their hearts they remind God’s holy people the 

often-forgotten dimension of God’s forgiveness of the 

contrite.  

 

These royal priestly Ambassadors of Christ are people of 

Prayer. 

 

The work of a royal priestly Ambassador of Christ is a work 

of prayer with its own intensity of sorrow and joy. 

 

Thirdly, and in a way which sums up all, the royal priestly 

Ambassadors of Christ are – as living stones, a people 

belonging to God, a holy nation, a people of mercy – people 

of holy communion. We all are these royal priestly 

Ambassadors of Christ. 

 

As a part of the Embassy of Heaven in the Diocese of 

York, we who are royal priestly Ambassadors of Christ, 

what equipping do we need to carry out our ambassadorial 

role? Let us see how our second Bible reading answers this 

question. 
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The Second Bible Reading is Ephesians 4: 1-8, 11-13, 15-

16: GIFTS OF GRACE, OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE 

CHURCH AND THE AIM 

 

In verses 7-10 of Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul is now 

talking about the GIFTS OF GRACE which enable the 

ambassadors of Christ to carry out their functions in the 

Church. He lays down an essential truth that every good 

thing a person has is the gift of the grace of Christ. Christ 

does not demand and receive gifts from us. Christ offers 

and gives gifts to us. Christ ascended but is everywhere in 

all the world through the Holy Spirit sent by the Father. To 

St Paul the ascension of Jesus Christ meant not a Christ-

deserted but a Christ-filled world. 

 

In verses 11-13 of Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul is talking 

about the OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE CHURCH. 

 

In the early Church there were four kinds of office-bearers.  

 

(i) The apostles were those whose authority ran 

throughout the whole Church. The apostles included 

more than the Twelve. Barnabas was an apostle (Acts 

14: 4, 14).  

James, the brother of our Lord, was an apostle (1 

Corinthians 15: 7; Galatians 1: 19). Silvanus was an 

apostle (1 Thessalonians 2: 6). Andronicus and Junias 

were apostles (Romans 16: 7). 
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For an apostle there were two great qualifications. First, 

they must have seen Jesus. When Paul is claiming his 

own rights in face of the opposition of Corinth he 

demands: ‘Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus 

our Lord?’ (1 Corinthians 9: 1). Second, an apostle had 

to be a witness of the Resurrection of the Risen Lord. 

‘When the eleven met to elect a successor to Judas the 

traitor, he had to be one who had companied with them 

throughout the earthly life of Jesus and a witness of the 

Resurrection’ (Acts 1: 21, 22). 
 

They who would teach Christ must know Christ; and 

they who would bring the power of Christ to others 

must have experienced Christ’s risen power. 
 

(ii) There were the prophets. The prophets did not so 

much fore-tell the future as forth-tell the will of God. 
 

Their message was held to be not the result of thought 

and study but the direct result of the Holy Spirit. They 

went from church to church proclaiming the will of God 

as God had told it to them. 
 

(iii) There were the evangelists. They corresponded to 

what we would call missionaries. Paul writes to 

Timothy, ‘Do the work of an evangelist’ (2 Timothy 4: 

5). They were the bringers of the good news. They 

were the rank and file missionaries of the Church who 

took the good news to a world which had never heard 

it. 
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(iv) There were the teachers and pastors. They had a 

triple function. 
 

(a) They were teachers. In the early Church there 

were few books. That meant that the story of 

Jesus had mainly to be transmitted by word of 

mouth. The story of Jesus was told long before it 

was written down; and these teachers had the 

tremendous responsibility of being the repositories 

of the gospel story. It was their function to know 

and to pass on the story of the life of Jesus. 
 

(b) These teachers had to open out the Christian faith 

to them. They had to explain the great doctrines of 

the Christian faith. It is to them that we owe it that 

the Christian faith remained pure and was not 

distorted as it was handed down. 
 

(c) These teachers were also pastors. Pastor is the 

Latin word for a shepherd. The duty of the pastor 

was to shepherd his flock and keep them safe. 

 

In verses 11-13 of Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul is talking 

about THE AIM OF THE OFFICE-BEARER and what they 

must try to do. The aim is that members of the Church 

should be fully equipped. Like setting a broken limb or for 

putting a joint back into its place; it is like mending nets 

(Mark 1: 19), and of disciplining an offender until they are fit 

to take their place again within the fellowship of the Church 

(Galatians 6: 1). 
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Their aim is that the work of service may go on. The word 

used for service is diakonia; and the main idea which lies 

behind this word is that of practical service. The office-

bearer is not to be a person who simply talks on matters of 

theology and of Church law; they are in office to see that 

practical service of God’s poor and lonely people goes on. 

 

Their aim is to see to it that the body of Christ is built up. 

Always the work of the office-bearer is construction and 

not destruction. 

 

Their aim is that the members of the body of Christ should 

reach a stature which can be measured by the fullness of 

Christ. A saint had been defined as ‘someone in whom 

Christ lives again’. That is what the true Church member 

ought to be. 

 

As verses 14-16 of Ephesians tell us – ‘we are to grow 

continually into Christ’. 

 

St Paul says that a body is only healthy and efficient when 

every part is thoroughly coordinated. St Paul says that the 

Church is like that; and the Church can be like that only 

when Christ is really the head and when every member is 

moving under his control, just as every part of a healthy 

body is obedient to the brain. 
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A Study Guide by David Watson to his book, ‘I Believe in 

the Church’ – a diagram based on Ephesians 3: 14 – 4: 16 

is a good illustration. 
 

 
 

The Third Bible Reading is 1 Corinthians 12: 7-11, 27-28 
 

Here the Apostle Paul is speaking about other GIFTS OF 

GRACE GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. He says in verse 7 

of 1 Corinthians 12 that ‘Spiritual gifts are the manifestation 

of the Spirit for the common good’. And there are two tests: 
 

1. Does the gift of the Spirit glorify Christ? (1 Corinthians 

12: 1-3). 

2. Does the gift of the Spirit edify the Body of Christ? (1 

Corinthians 14: 12). 
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We are urged by the Apostle Paul to ‘pursue love and strive 

for the spiritual gifts …’ (1 Corinthians 14: 1). We all need to 

realise the necessity of the Holy Spirit before a natural gift 

becomes a spiritual gift. We could say that since the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit are tools for ministry and not toys to 

play with, we may categorise Spiritual Gifts like this: 

 

 Teaching    Administrating 

 Serving    Evangelising 

 Giving    Helping 

 Pastoring    etc 

 Counselling 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Wisdom    Prophecy 

 Knowledge   Discernment 

 Faith    Tongues 

 Healing    Interpretation of tongues 

 Miracles    (1 Corinthians 12: 8 -10) 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Arts: music, dance, drama, etc 

 Politics and social action 

 Care of the needy 

 Practical skills: typing, cooking, plumbing, building, 

painting, etc 

 Hospitality 

 Church guardians (churchwardens) 
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The Holy Spirit does not abolish nature. He transfigures it 

from glory to glory. Any ‘natural gifting’ a Christian has, 

once surrendered to Christ the Holy Spirit turns that gifting 

into a spiritual gift for the Common good. 

 

This means that every mission unit (parish) must have 

office-bearers who are equipped by the Gifts of Grace. 

In every mission unit there must be a desire for the Gifts of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Evangelists, pastors and teachers, a Renewed Diaconal 

Ministry, Presbyters, and differing ministries by every one. 

When the Ministry of Readers was restored 150 years ago, 

they were meant to be the go-between the Church and the 

World. Frankly this is what the office-bearer of Deacon is as 

we see in Acts 6 and in our Ordinal. 

 

The Ordination of Deacons 

 

God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, to declare the wonderful 

deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his 

marvellous light.
.[3]

 

 

The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and 

the dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit.
 .[4]

 In baptism the whole 

Church is summoned to witness to God’s love and to work 

for the coming of his kingdom. 
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To serve this royal priesthood, God has given a variety of 

ministries. Deacons are ordained so that the people of God 

may be better equipped 
[5]

 to make Christ known. Theirs is 

a life of visible self-giving. Christ is the pattern of their 

calling and their commission; as he washed the feet of his 

disciples, so they must wash the feet of others.
 [6] 

 

 

[3] cf 1 Peter 2.9; Exodus 19.6; Revelation 1.6, 5.10 

[4] cf 1 Corinthians 12.27; 1 Peter 2.10; 1 Corinthians 3.16 

[5] cf Ephesians 4.12 

[6] cf John 13.14 

 

Clearly some Readers know themselves to be called to the 

ministry of pastor/teacher. We honour this. Maybe they 

should be commissioned as such – at their licensing. But 

some may know themselves to be called to the ministry of 

deacon. These we should ordain and like in the Porvoo 

Churches they will not be allowed to seek the possibility of 

Ordination to the Priesthood before seven years in the 

Ministry of Deacon. 
 

We will still sponsor, train and ordain priests. 

 

The Ordination of Priests, also called Presbyters 

 

God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, to declare the wonderful 

deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his 

marvellous light.
 .[3]
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The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and 

the dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit.
 .[4]

 In baptism the whole 

Church is summoned to witness to God’s love and to work 

for the coming of his kingdom. 

 

 

To serve this royal priesthood, God has given particular 

ministries. Priests are ordained to lead God’s people in the 

offering of praise and the proclamation of the gospel. They 

share with the Bishop in the oversight of the Church, 

delighting in its beauty and rejoicing in its well-being. They 

are to set the example of the Good Shepherd 
[5]

 always 

before them as the pattern of their calling. With the Bishop 

and their fellow presbyters, they are to sustain the 

community of the faithful by the ministry of word and 

sacrament, that we all may grow into the fullness of Christ
.[6]

 

and be a living sacrifice acceptable to God.
 [7] 

 

 

[3] cf 1 Peter 2.9; Exodus 19.6; Revelation 1.6, 5.10 

[4] cf 1 Corinthians 12.27; 1 Peter 2.10; 1 Corinthians 3.16 

[5] cf John 10.11; 1 Peter 5.1-4 

[6] cf Ephesians 4.13 

[7] cf Romans 12.1 

 

And of course there still will be the Ordination and 

Consecration of Bishops. 
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Please, in the Name of our Lord, let us look afresh at the 

ministries of all God’s people and commission office-

bearers who will build-up the Body of Christ into Christ-

likeness. Training – with the exception of Priests who are 

also called Presbyters (which they share with the Bishop) – 

will be by mentoring and apprenticeship. And my hope is 

that this will be done in Deaneries. And I am sure members 

of my Leadership Team would like to put their hand to the 

plough. 
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It would be good to have a Leadership Team in every 

Mission Unit. 

 

It would be good to have Prayer-Triplets in every Mission 

Unit. 

 

It would be good for every Leadership Team to discern the 

gifts in the Body of Christ in that place; and we will 

commission them. 

 

It would be good to turn Multi-Benefice Parishes into 

manageable United Parishes, and to hold an act of worship 

in every church on Sunday. We will train catechists to do 

this. 

 

Please pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 


