York Minster Pilgrimage Group

‘Stories of Reconciliation’
A Quiet Day at the beginning of Lent

Led by the

Reverend Canon Michael Smith

Pastor at York Minster
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Thicket Priory, Thorganby, York
Saturday 17 February 2018
10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Subject of the day

We often read stories in the gospels about the wonderful things that happened to those who encountered Jesus, people were healed and forgiven so that lives which were often in chaos for various reasons became calm and ordered. Miraculous things happened to people who encountered Jesus, but how easy were those things to live with? What happened to the man who had been called ‘Legion’ after Jesus sailed away having healed him on the shore of the Sea of Galilee? How did his family and his neighbours react? What did the woman who had been caught in adultery do after Jesus had refused to condemn her and sent her on her way, telling her not to sin again? Where did she go? What was the conversation like that she might have had with her husband?
Working from gospel stories Canon Michael uses creative writing to explore the challenges that come with healing and reconciliation. Four reconciliation stories from the gospels will be shared during the day, challenging us to reflect on the impact our encounter with Jesus has on our lives. How good are we at living with the transformation offered us through forgiveness and healing in the name of Jesus?
There will also be the opportunity, for those who want to, to try some creative writing during the day.
The Leader

Michael was a parish priest in the Diocese of Oxford for thirty years before taking up the role of Canon Pastor at York Minster four years ago. He has also been a part time hospice chaplain during that time, working at Helen House Hospice for Children in Oxford for 14 years and an adult hospice in Windsor for 3 years. He has a passion for using imagination to explore what might have happened next in the gospel stories we all know so well. By using imagination and storytelling he has been led deeper into scripture and has been surprised and profoundly challenged by what has emerged.
The Venue

Thicket Priory is home to a monastery of enclosed Discalced Carmelite Nuns who moved from Devon to Yorkshire in 1955. In 2009 the sisters built a new monastery complex on a site that is more suited to their needs than the old Hall they had occupied. The community of about 10 sisters share a vibrant community life of prayer, work and hospitality, in a monastery dedicated to The Annunciation. Thicket Priory takes its name from a medieval Cistercian monastery of nuns.    

Thicket Priory lies to the SE of York between the villages of Wheldrake and Thorganby.   Post code YO19 6DE.    For further information and directions please see the website for the Community at http://www.carmelite.org/thicket
Catering   Drinks will be provided throughout the day, but please do bring a packed lunch.
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REGISTRATION FORM
Please reserve              place(s) for the Quiet Day at Thicket Priory, Thorganby, York 

on Saturday 17 February 2018.

I enclose a cheque for £12.00 (per person) made payable to the Chapter of York.
Please send this form with your cheque to Hilary Reynolds, PA to the Residentiary Canons, Church House, 10-14 Ogleforth, York, YO1 7JN.  If you have any queries please do get in touch.
Name:           .........................................................................................................
Address:       ..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

Post code:      ........................................................................................................

Telephone:     ........................................................................................................

Email:              ........................................................................................................
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