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Reclaiming VAT on work 

to Listed Church Buildings

A Scheme of major benefit to parishes working 

to conserve and repair their church buildings

The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme was launched in December 2002. Under the Scheme, the PCCs of churches in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland listed as buildings of architectural or historic importance were able to re-claim 12.5% of VAT paid on eligible works to their church building carried out after 1st April, 2001. Subsequently, the Scheme was extended to enable the full 17.5% of VAT to be reclaimed from 1st April 2004 until the end of March 2008. 

In his March 2006 budget, the Chancellor further extended the Scheme until March 2011 and, most importantly, enlarged it to cover professional fees and fixtures and fittings such as bells, organs, clocks and pews. VAT will also be fully recoverable on memorials for the same period. 

The LPWGS operates retrospectively, so the money must be spent and a receipted invoice obtained before a claim can be made. The originals of all invoices must be submitted (copies are not accepted) so please remember to keep copies for your PCC records. All works of repair and maintenance to the fabric and fittings of buildings and memorials are eligible, including the provision of scaffolding for high-level works and (since May 2005) all works to lightning conductors, claims for which can be back-dated. 

Further information

1. The Scheme has an excellent website www.lpwscheme.org.uk which gives detailed information. 

It includes useful links to organisations which offer advice on the care and maintenance of historic buildings, and even has a section on getting a building listed. You can download the application form from the website.

2. The Scheme has a very helpful telephone advice line (0845 601 5945).

3. The address from which forms may be ordered is: 

The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, PO Box 609, Newport, Monmouthshire NP10 8QD
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