
The process of deciding who is going to be the next Archbishop of York has begun, 

and the Vacancy in See1 Committee who are responsible for this process are keen to 

hear from children and young people around the Diocese. We invite you to pray for 

the process, and contribute to the ‘Statement of Needs’ which will set out a profile 

of the skills and gifts that our next Archbishop will need in order to meet the 

challenges and priorities for his or her ministry in the Diocese of York by answering 

the questions below.   

Information about the process for appointing an Archbishop and a list of the 

members of the Vacancy in See Committee can be found on the diocesan website at 

www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/nextarchbishop. If you would like further assistance 

with completing this process with your class, school, junior church, youth group, etc. 

please contact the Assistant Director of Education – Olivia Seymour 

(olivia.seymour@yorkdiocese.org), or the Diocesan Children and Youth Adviser – 

Carolyn Edwards (carolyn.edwards@yorkdiocese.org) 

_______________________________________ 

Prayer for the Vacancy in See Committee that schools, children and young people 

can use 

 

Faithful God, 

you guide your people and give us leaders in every generation. 

We seek the person you are calling to be Archbishop of York. 

Give to all those involved in choosing the new Archbishop the ability to 

make good and wise decisions that are guided by you. 

Protect the person you are calling to this role and give them peace. 

Teach us all to trust in your  guidance, 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

                                                           
1
 ‘See’ is an old English word used the describe the jurisdiction of a bishop’s role, believed to be derived from 

the notion of the ‘seat’ where they sat to dispense wisdom and justice to their congregations 



Questions for feedback to the ‘Vacancy in See’ Committee 

 Qualities and 
leadership traits 
– are 
characteristics of a 
person (e.g. 
inspirational, 
friendly) 

Values and 
priorities are the 
things that matter 
most to people. 
They are important 
because they 
influence a 
person’s behaviour 
(e.g. trustworthy, 
all people are 
equally important) 

Skills are the 
knowledge and 
abilities that a 
person gains 
throughout life 
(e.g. Good at public 
speaking, can ride a 
bike) 
 

What has 
Archbishop 
Sentamu shown in 
living out his faith 
that has helped 
you to be a better 
person/or to 
express your faith 
in day to 
day life? 

   

What will the next 
Archbishop need to 
be and do to 
ensure that your 
church, school and 
community 
flourish? 
 
 

   

What will the new 
Archbishop need to 
be and do to 
ensure that the 
Diocese of York is 
served as well as 
the regional, 
national and 
international 
aspects of the role? 

   

  



 Diocese  
The Diocese of York 
is a family of 607 
churches and 127 
schools . The 
Archbishop is respons
ible for the care and 
encouragement of 
the clergy and people 
of the Diocese and 
works closely with 
the Bishops of 
Whitby, Hull and 
Selby, clergy and the 
Diocesan offices 

Country  
The Archbishop of 
York is required to be 
a spokesperson for 
the Church of 
England, 
automatically taking 
a seat in the House of 
Lords: providing 
regular contributions 
to the Lord’s 
proceedings and 
scrutinising all 
matters put to 
Parliament. 

World  
As leader of the 
Northern Province2 
of the Church of 
England, The 
Archbishop of York 
will often be found 
representing the 
Church of England 
internationally and at 
major Anglican 
Communion3 
meetings . 

What issues or 
things that are 
happening do you 
think the new 
Archbishop 
should be 
focussing on in 
the Diocese, 
country and 
world? 

   

What qualities, 
values and skills 
does the new 
Archbishop need 
to do this? 
 

   

  

Is there anything 
else that you 
think the Vacancy 
in See Committee 
need to think 
about when 
making their 
decision? 

 

 

                                                           
2
 12 of the 42 Dioceses make up the Northern Province: Blackburn, Carlisle, Chester, Durham, Leeds, Liverpool, 

Manchester,Newcastle, Sheffield, Sodor and Mann, Southwell and Notthingham, and York  
3
 The Anglican Communion is 38 autonomous national and regional Churches plus six Extra Provincial Churches 

and dioceses; all of which are in Communion with the Archbishop of Canterbury, who is the Communion's 
spiritual head. 


