
 
A welcome from the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson,  
Bishop of Whitby 
 
Thank you for reading the parish profile for Pickering and 
its adjacent villages. 

This benefice has become vacant through the retirement 
of the previous incumbent.  It offers a wonderful 
opportunity for imaginative market town and rural 
ministry.  There is excellent lay leadership, and the 
engagement of a number of active retired clergy.  
Ecumenical relationships are strong. 

It is intrinsic to the situation of course that in many 
respects Pickering itself will be a hub:  but it is important 
that the people of Marishes, Lockton and Levisham see 
the incumbent equally as ‘their vicar’.  

The parishes are used to a well-ordered, unfussy liturgy, with a sacramental focus, in 
addition to which Pickering church has hosted some themed festivals.  There is scope 
for creative worship alongside the established pattern, feeding the spiritual needs of 
people who might not be attracted to one particular style. 

Recent times have seen a concentration on worship and activities gathered in the 
church buildings, and I hope that there may now be further exploration of ways in 
which the church’s mission can be more fully integrated with the wider life of the 
communities.  And within the worshipping company, it would be good to see the 
further fostering of gifts and ministries. 

The profile outlines the character of the communities, and is open about challenges 
as well as potential.  You will see that the PCCs cite contact with children and young 
people as a particular area of concern.  Whilst there are no Church of England schools 
in the benefice, we would expect the appointee to establish relationships, to be ready 
to be an advocate and champion for faith being attractive and relevant for people of 
all ages, and to look for ways in which young people and families can be fully heard 
and involved in church life. 

At the same time, we are seeking to appoint a stipendiary priest and house-for-duty 
assistant for the benefices of Thornton Dale and Upper Derwent, which serve the 
smaller rural communities to the east of Pickering:  many children from those villages 
attend secondary school in Pickering.  We would hope to see collaboration and the 
development of mutual support especially between clergy in this eastern part of 
Northern Ryedale deanery. 

If you would like to have a preliminary discussion about this post, please do contact 
me.  You will find the details at the end of the profile.  Please join us in commending 
this process of appointment to God in prayer.  If you sense that you are called to this 
ministry, we would love to hear from you. 

 


