Fear or Faith?
Matthew 14 v22-33
Bishop of Selby

Some years ago I went on a church visit to Germany using Hull based North Sea Ferries. I had recently been on a training visit to Argentina and so was a bit jet lagged. After a full evening meal I retired to my cabin and slept like a baby through the night.

In the morning I met green faced fellow passengers looking ragid.

They told me we had been in a force 10 storm. Everyone was scared out of their wits

This Sunday’s Gospel reading is about Jesus’ disciples in a boat during a storm scared out of their wits asking where is Jesus?

Well we learn that after the feeding of the 5000 Jesus retires on his own for some serious solitary prayer. 

So in the storm, Jesus seems absent and then suddenly in the early morning, Jesus appears as if walking on the water. 

The disciples think he is a ghost, but he reassures them that it is him and invites Peter to walk out to him on the water.

With his eyes on Jesus Peter begins to walk on the water. However the conditions make him fearful, he looks down and begins to sink crying out  ‘Lord save me!’ 

He is immediately caught hold of by Jesus and brought to safety.

So what is this story telling us?

JESUS IS ALWAYS NEAR.
In our lives there are times when fear grips us and we think Jesus is absent. We may feel this at the moment during this pandemic. I certainly felt it when I was ill during Autumn 2018.

Yet the story says: Jesus is near… he is coming to us if we will simply keep watch in the storm.

JESUS ASKS US TO TRUST HIM
[bookmark: _GoBack]To be a friend of Jesus means being willing, like Peter, to get out of our safety boats in life and trust our lives with Jesus when he calls us.

The boats may be our dream of a safe life, a good job, lots of money, a comfortable church or home.

Whatever, Jesus invites us to get out of these safety boats and trust our futures to him by simply keeping our eyes fixed on him and grasping his hand if we feel we are sinking.

I have a book called Venturesome Love about a woman called Constance Horby. In 1916 she got out of the boat of a comfortable life in late Victorian England and went as a single woman as a missionary teacher to Uganda. She had a deep trust in Christ and over 54 years she transformed the educational opportunities for girls in that country. I met her in 1970 when she was a very old woman who had recently been honoured by local people and made a blood relative of their tribe.

She trusted that Jesus was near, got out of the boat of her ordinary life and was able to do great things for God as a result.

So when we are gripped with fear remember Jesus is near and simply asks us to trust ourselves to him in the storms of life.

A prayer by 19th century poet Christina Rosetti
‘O Lord, strengthen the faith of us who believe and sow the seed of faith in the hearts of those who lack it. Give us grace to show our faith by our works: teach us to walk by faith, in reliance on your promises; and enable us to fight the good fight of faith, that by faith we may overcome the world, through him who loved us, and whose love is without end, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.
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