Is God Fair?
Matthew 20 v1-16
Bishop of Selby

‘It’s not fair’ is about the earliest moral claim of children and one that stays with us throughout of lives.
Politicians talk about fairness all the time.
Fairness is supposed to be at the heart of our justice system.
It’s a constant complaint that our social, educational and health systems are not fair!

We find it hard to agree about fairness but each of us have a gut sense of what it looks like.
The Greek’s thought fairness was ‘to each their due’
Israel believed that justice and righteousness were central to God’s character and the good society.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yet this Sunday’s Gospel reading from Matthew 20 v1-16 raises a big question: ‘Is God fair?’

Jesus tells a story about an employer who hires workers throughout the day at a contracted daily rate so everyone gets the same pay at the end of the day.

Understandably those who got hired earliest work longest and feel that this isn’t fair even though they agreed to a daily rate when they signed up.

Furthermore the employer seems to wind them up further by paying the daily rate to those who started last before those who stared first!

So what’s Jesus on about in this parable?

In a nutshell Jesus isn’t saying that God isn’t fair, since the employer and workers all agreed the terms of employment. 

Rather the message is that fairness is not where God stops. Compassion and generosity or what we call grace, are what God is all about.

If you think about the story, here were vulnerable, powerless, labourers with no security of employment or income dependent upon daily hiring to get money for their families. It meant standing in the heat of the market place, the labour exchange of the day, and hoping someone would hire you and if the day went by without being hired you got desperate and your stress levels went into overdrive since there would be not food for the family.

What this employer does is to ensure that there is food on that families plates by paying a daily rate that makes this possible and takes the economic hit himself. It’s a bit like what we do when we buy Fair Trade products… we pay a premium to ensure that the producers can have a good life and take the hit ourselves.

So Jesus is saying to us that God is about fairness but doesn’t stop there. Compassion and generosity are even more important. And if God’s like this so should we be!


Prayer
Almighty God, may we be mindful that we hold our gifts, talents, possessions and life itself in trust for you and the service of others. Help us to remember that it is more blessed to give than to receive according to the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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