
 
Schedule of Activities and Resources @ 23 April 2021 

 

CSE @ 23 April 2021 

Top tips on how to advertise your events and activities on social media 

can be found here on our webpages 

 suitable for use in school  suitable for use in 
church 

 suitable for use at home 
 

Art competition 
An opportunity for children and young people to enter artistic work on the theme of ‘being light in 
difficult times’. The idea is that churches (this can also be done at a benefice or Deanery level) will 
contact their local schools, as well as families they already have contact with, and hold a local 
competition. Winning entries can then be entered into the Diocesan competition. It is hoped that 
the ‘exhibition’ of work will then be exhibited around the Diocese during the autumn. 

 Information packs are provided to help churches communicate with schools and families 
about local competitions they will be holding in the Spring and Summer terms and are 
available to download here 

 There are categories for  
o Early Years – pre-school and nursery 
o Reception and Key Stage One – 4-6 years old 
o Key Stage Two – 7-10 years old 
o Key Stage Three and Four – 11-15 years old 

 Deadline for entries to the Diocesan competition is 5th July and the winners will be 
announced week commencing 19th July with prizes presented by the Archbishop of York at 
Bishopthorpe in the Autumn depending on restrictions 

 Info pack for churches to include: 
o Template letter to schools, 
o Template letter to families 
o Instructions with deadlines 
o Posters 
o Logo 

Commissioning and Celebration Services 
The Archbishop of York commissioned children, young people and those that work with them, from 
every deanery in the Diocese in an online service on March 21st. You can still watch the service, 
learn the song and download the accompanying resources here. The commissioning prayer from 
the service is available here for churches to use as part of their own services and activities.   
 
In the Spring of 2022 (date tbc) the Festival will culminate in a service of celebration led by the 
Archbishop and children and young people from around the Diocese at York Minster. The Hope is 
that these representatives will ‘pilgrimage’ from or to their deaneries as part of the event. In this 
service we will be constructing a banner made of panels from each deanery.  

 Instructions for banner panel will be sent to Deanery Champions November 2021 to be 
completed by a child or young person in the Deanery and brought to the Minster in 2022 

 We are also working with Mother’s Union on a banner making project in the Autumn so that 
as many churches and schools as possible are represented by some creative textile artwork 
at the service 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/5310/children-of-light-festival-social-media-how-to-guide.pdf
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/being-light-in-difficult-times-art-competition/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-festival-commissioning-service/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-festival-commissioning-service/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/5307/children-of-light-festival-commissioning-prayer.pdf
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Children of Light Resources 
We will be providing resources to accompany the Children of Light Service exploring the theme of 
‘being light’ 
And more comprehensive resources for churches or schools to download and use face to face or 
send to households in activity bags that enable children and young people to think through how 
they can be ‘a light in the darkness’. These use the Lords’ Prayer as a framework and cover the 
themes of Love, Justice, Service and charity, Courage, Perseverance and faith, Mercy and 
forgiveness, Truth and wisdom, and Peace and will be available to download from end of April 

 

 

 

Youth Resources 
We have a curriculum of resources written by experienced youth minister Jonny Price, which help 
young people to explore what we can learn from key Bible characters. They are available to 
download here 

 

  

Messy Church 
Messy Church is offering us access to a session on ‘being light’. The link to this will be available on 
the resources for churches web page from February 20th 

Muddy Church 
We are encouraging churches to experiment with new and exciting ways to engage with children, 
young people and their families. Muddy Church is intergenerational and unique to each space and 
event as people connect with the places they are in and others around them, and they have written 
session materials specially for Children of Light which are available to download here 
In addition, Lucie Hutson is offering an additional seminar for churches considering using 'Muddy 
Church' taking us through how Muddy Church works, hopefully scheduled for Thursday 13th May 
at 7.30pm 

Sweaty Church 
Sweaty Church engages people through physical activity and originated in the Diocese of York. We 
are therefore delighted that not only are they writing two unique sessions for the Children of Light 
Festival, but offering hands on seminars to enable churches to see how it can work in their context. 
Please note that we have moved the training into the Autumn so that we can increase the 
likelihood in being able to gather and take part in this exciting way of doing church together. 
Wednesday 6th October 7pm – Northallerton 
Saturday 16th October 2pm – St Albans, Hull (not yet confirmed) 
Saturday 23rd October 2pm – Emmanuel Church, Bridlington 
Saturday 30th October 2pm – Selby (not yet confirmed) 
Wednesday 3rd November 7pm – Elloughton & Brough 
Saturday 13th November 2pm – Driffield (not yet confirmed) 
Session resources will be available to download here from 5th October 

 

 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-young-people-churches/resources-and-information/youth-resources-and-information/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-young-people-churches/resources-and-information/youth-resources-and-information/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-in-churches/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-in-churches/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-in-churches/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-in-churches/
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Teddy Bear’s picnics 
Resources will be provided to facilitate churches holding ‘Teddy Bear’s picnics’ for young families in 
their area. Under the current Government pandemic restrictions roadmap these should be planned 
for after 21st June. Resources will therefore be available to download here from 5th May 

Family camp – Wydale 
We are offering families the chance to join us for two nights at Wydale as we explore nurturing 
faith at home together. There will be limited dormitory rooms available for families with specific 
needs, and camping for the rest of us! We will be cooking and eating together and there will be 
time for gathered and separate activities. Please note we have postponed this event until 2022. 
More information and booking forms will be available to download here from 17th January 

 

  

Holiday clubs 
The Hope Club Holiday Club @ Home materials are already available to download on the Diocesan 
web pages to enable churches to engage with families in their homes. There will be additional 
materials available by mid June to enable churches to use the Hope Club resources as part of a face 
to face holiday club during the summer holidays 

   

Mini-pilgrimages 
The Diocese will be producing resources for children and young people to accompany Gavin 
Wakefield’s book ‘Saints and Holy Places’. Each pilgrimage pack will include materials to help 
families, children’s groups or youth groups find their way (and just as importantly find the toilets!) 
and consider sacred people and places with activities and prayers. It is hoped that these will be 
‘organic’ resources that will grow as people do the walks and send us pictures and ideas, and we 
develop interactive online resources too 
Resources for mini-pilgrimages will be available to download here from the following dates. 
Rievaulx and Helmsley – 23rd April 
Hull – 7th May 
Whitby – 21st May 
Howden – 4th June 
Bridlington – 2nd July 
Beverley – 16th July 
York - TBC 
Selby - TBC 

Art exhibition 
The plan is that winning entries from the art competitions will be compiled into an exhibition of 
‘being light in difficult times’ that will tour the Diocese. More information about this will be 
available here in June 

Count on Nature 2021 
As part of the Diocesan Environmental strategy we are encouraging churches to register for the 
Count on Nature initiative Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th June, being organised by ‘Caring for God’s 
Acre’ and A Rocha. It is a great opportunity to invite families and schools to enjoy the church 
grounds, celebrate God’s creation and consider how we can conserve it. Register and download 
resources here 

 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/children-of-light-in-churches/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/family-camp/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-young-people-churches/holiday-club-home-hope-club-2020/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-young-people-churches/holiday-club-home-hope-club-2020/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/minipilgrimages/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/being-light-in-difficult-times-art-competition/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/
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Faith in the Nexus training programme 
The Faith in the Nexus research demonstrated that children are often initiators of conversation 
about faith and spirituality at home, particularly if they attend a church school, but that often 
parents ‘shut down’ these conversations as they don’t know how to respond. The report 
recommended closer relationships between church, home and school. We have therefore 
compiled a training programme that resources churches to develop and support these 
relationships.  
The following webinars will be delivered online between 7.30 and 9pm on: 
21st April – the Faith in the Nexus report and its implications – book via Eventbrite 
Tbc – Mental health and well being 
4th May – Connecting to and engaging with children and young people in your area – book via 
Eventbrite 
18th May – Children and holiness – book via Eventbrite 
15th June (tbc) – Generation Z 
22nd June – Schools ministry – book via Eventbrite 
Dates in the Autumn will be confirmed for Children, young people and prayer; The Church year 
and Festivals; Families and the Bible 

Youth Forum 
Building on the work of this year’s youth forum, we will be working with local churches to 
ensure that the voices of children and young people are heard in our vision and governance. 
More information will become available throughout the year here 

 

… and so much more as we share all your exciting ideas 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-faith-in-the-nexus-report-and-its-implications-registration-136602930041
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/connecting-to-and-engaging-with-children-and-young-people-in-your-area-registration-136605808651
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/connecting-to-and-engaging-with-children-and-young-people-in-your-area-registration-136605808651
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/children-and-holiness-registration-136607493691
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/schools-ministry-registration-136608797591
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-young-people-churches/hearing-the-voice-of-children-and-young-people/

