
Commissioning launch service lead 

by the Archbishop of York and      

children and young people from 

around the Diocese 

Order of Service 

 Welcome    The Rt Rev Stephen Cotterell - Archbishop of York 

     

Introduction    Carolyn Edwards - Diocese of York Children and 

Youth Adviser 

     

Opening Prayer    Jack - St Luke’s, York 

     

Heaven’s Voice Brings the Dawn   © Joel Payne, Matt Weeks  - Resound Worship 

Heaven’s voice brings the dawn, out of chaos is born 
new creation exploding with wonder; 

planets spin into space, 
earth and sky find their place, 

all of nature awakes to its maker. 
You say everything you’ve made is good: 

the sun, the moon, 
the stars that shine above. 

You say everything you’ve made is good: 
the land, the seas 

and all that lives and breathes. 
 

We sing praise to the maker, 
to our King, our creator: 
praise to Almighty God. 

All creation together 
singing one hallelujah: 

praise to Almighty God. 
 

We are formed from the dust, with your image in us, 
given life by the breath you are breathing; 

called to work and to care, 
called to nurture and share; 

called to serve you 
and walk where you’re leading. 

   

Faith Story    Holly and Libby - Howden  

     

Learning the Children of Light Song  Dave Godfrey and Gav Richards 
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Bible reading  John 6:1-14  Edwin, St James the Deacon, York 

     

Sermon    The Rt Rev Stephen Cotterell - Archbishop of York 

     

The Lord’s my Shepherd  
 

The Youth Choir -  St Luke’s, York 

Stuart Townend © 1996 Thankyou Music  

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know 

The Collect    Olivia Seymour - Assistant Director of Education 

God our creator, 
who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ  
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
     

Faith Stories 
   

Alysha-Ann - Selby Abbey 

Catherine - Harton Benefice 
     

Prayers    The Rt Rev Alison White - Bishop of Hull, 

The Rt Rev Paul Ferguson -  Bishop of Whitby 

The Rt Rev John Thomson - Bishop of Selby 

     

Lord’s Prayer    Jack and Samuel - St Laurence’s, Scalby 
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Commissioning Prayer

     

 Lead by The Rt Rev Stephen Cotterell - Archbishop 

of York with responses by children and young    

people from around the Diocese and                     

representatives of the Diocesan team 

Jesus is the light of the world, and as his followers we are called to be that light, the light that 

darkness cannot overcome. He teaches us to love each other as he has loved us, so that his light 

might shine through us and the world might see him and come to know his love for themselves. 

Parents and carers, teachers, children’s and youth leaders, people of York Diocese, will you 

strive to protect and nurture the children and young people of the Diocese as bearers of the 

light of Jesus? 

We will.  

Will you pray for them regularly and encourage them to shine as lights in the world? 

We will. 

Children and young people, will you lead us in these responses: 

 

Where there is conflict 

We will bring peace 

We will act with Jesus’ love 

 

Where there is fear and shame 

We will bring mercy and courage 

We will act with Jesus’ love 

 

Where there is injustice 

We will stand up for what is right 

We will act with Jesus’ love 

   

Children of Light Song  Dave Godfrey and Gav Richards 

   

Pause for reflection  Richard Shephard’s setting of  ‘O nata lux de        

lumine’ (which means Light born of Light) –         

performed by the choir at York Minster. 

   

Blessing  The Rt Rev Stephen Cotterell - Archbishop of York 

For more information about the Children of Light Festival and how you can be involved, visit 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/children-of-light-festival/ 

Or contact Carolyn.edwards@yorkdiocese.org 
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