


WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET OUT OF THIS 
SESSION?

PLEASE TYPE YOUR QUESTIONS AND WHAT YOU 

WANT TO COVER IN THE CHAT

This session helps churches develop relationships and effective practice in 
their local church and community schools 

How can the church support the school and build helpful relationships?
How can the church be part of the collective worship of the school?
How can the church encourage the school and its families to engage with 
the life of the church?



The nexus – a focus for connection

Four emergent themes

Sense of belonging: family, 
school and church

Being: reflective practices

Doing: routines, rituals and 
relationships

Talking about faith



Sense of belonging

Findings

• A strong relationship between church and school 
has a strong association with attitudes and 
behaviours which facilitate faith-talk and 
interactions at home

• Flourishing connections between school, home 
and church, nurtures relationships between 
individuals and these institutions

• Positive relationships between church and school 
are characterised by invitational worship, the 
celebration of festivals, the minister’s presence, 
and a sense of belonging and connection to the 
church community and building

• The powerful impact these positive relationships 
have on aspects of family faith life is mostly 
unseen but is apparent in the significance for 
church school families of their connection with 
the local church

Implications

• The more children feel connected to the school or to the 
church, the more they display attitudes and behaviours that 
facilitate faith-talk and interactions at home

• This research has highlighted an expression of a sense of 
belonging to church through school, which is perhaps best 
expressed as a sense of being occasional belongers

• If ministers do not work closely with school, they are 
disconnecting from people who consider themselves to be 
part of the Christian family 

• Where there is the perception of a strong active relationship 
between church and school then there was more evidence of 
faith-related activities at home.



What contact?

On what ‘terms’ does the Church offer

its involvement?

What do schools actually want / need from the Church?

How can the Church best meet schools’ needs?

• Who represents the Church?

• How can parishes ensure that the right people

are involved in schools work?



Welcome and hospitality

How do we show hospitality and welcome in engaging with our local school? 

Who does it extend to? 

How do we engage with families of the pupils? Staff? 

What lasting impression of church do we give them? 

Do we go to them or wait for them to come to us?



Working with schools



How do we start in terms of engagement

Are we praying for our schools?

How do we support and show value those 
who work in education in our parish, 

in our deanery?

https://www.prayforschools.org/



How do we start in terms of engagement

Are we praying for our schools?

How do we support and show value those 
who work in education in our parish, 

in our deanery?

Building relationship

Seizing opportunities

Celebrate and support the school

Do you know what the school wants 
and needs?

How can we be a presence?



Opportunities to Serve

Bake and take in cakes 
and offer prayer and 

support through key times 
eg Ofsted and SIAMS 

inspections, exam times.

Help school develop 
‘wild’, ‘spiritual’ or ‘food’ 
gardens in their grounds 

or 
offer parts of church 

grounds/gardens for this

Get involved in the school fair, run 
an activity, serve refreshments etc

Invite school choir, 
orchestra, art 

department to be 
involved in church and 

community events Is the school asking for 
volunteers – ask church 

members to get involved.  
Support for school trips, 

lunchtime supervisor, 
listening to readers

Have a noticeboard in 
church about school

A listening ear for staff 
or pupils, being a 
presence, explore 

chaplaincy models, 
mentoring

Have a   coffee 
morning for 

parents after drop 
off 



Transitions

Supporting parents and children through times of transition can be an important 

and valuable role that church members can offer with Scripture Union

its your next step - for starting primary

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/its-your-next-step

It’s your move - primary to secondary transition 

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/new-its-your-move

Also Fusion, getting ready for University http://www.fusion.uk.com/resources

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/its-your-next-step
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/new-its-your-move
http://www.fusion.uk.com/resources


Talking about faith

Findings

• Children are often the initiators of talking about 
faith or spirituality in the home

• Children value opportunities to ask open-ended 
questions about things of deep importance to 
them and things they wonder about, and for 
others to listen to their opinions

• The stimulus for this talk about faith includes 
activities, curriculum, and worship in school

• Church primary schools can provide safe spaces 
to talk about faith, spiritual matters, and ask 
challenging questions; pupils identified RE lessons 
as such a space

• Responding to children’s talk about faith is 
challenging; adults may struggle with how to 
respond, avoid, or close down such conversations

Implications

• Many parents, clergy and other stakeholders were not 
aware of the depth of study and the level of discussions 
that pupils engage in within RE

• Parents were happier discussing ‘values’ at home but 
were not aware of the of Christian or Biblical roots 
behind values



Being

Findings

• Children actively seek out spaces and times to 
be alone to reflect, think, and pray

• Church primary schools provide several spaces 
and times, such as reflection corners and 
spiritual gardens

• Reflection or prayer space and time is essential 
for young people’s spiritual wellbeing

Implications

• Children’s desire for solitude, for time to think is perhaps 
not sufficiently recognised in home, school or church. 
Need to provide space and facilitation

• There is a difference in the way parents spoke about 
prayer and reflection and the way children did. This is a 
gap which needs to be addressed

• There is an important role for family in supporting and 
nurturing a child’s spiritual life, but it raises the question 
of what we can do to support parents in this



Doing

Findings

• Church primary schools offer a view of 
Christianity as a lived religion

• Church families experience the pattern of the 
church’s year; festivals are moments of crucial 
engagement

• There was little evidence of children engaging 
with the Bible at home

• The leadership skills children develop in school 
are underestimated outside the primary school 
environment

• Relationships within the Nexus are crucial to 
sustaining opportunities to explore faith in the 
home

Implications

• ‘If we accept that for engagement with religious activities 
to be sustained, habit forming routines and rituals are 
critical, the evidence here suggests more attention needs 
to be paid to this. Otherwise a consequence is the 
development of a spirituality that is discarded when 
school is over’

• Need to increase opportunities for children to engage 
with Scripture at home

• ‘a picture emerges from this research of confident, 
articulate young people offering leadership and insights, 
as they seek meaning on faith-related matters. There was 
little evidence seen of this rippling into the church 
environment’



The spiritual life of the school

Collective Worship The Church Year

Spiritual Development wellbeing



Collective Worship

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-
youth/schools-education-homepage/the-
year-of-the-diocese/journeythroughbible/

Coming in the Autumn Term…..
Journey through the Bible as a family of schools

2021/22

The Journey Through the Bible Collective worship resources this 

year are based on an exploration of The Lord’s Prayer with  a 

related theme: Love, justice, service and charity, perserverance and 

faith, forgiveness and mercy, truth and wisdom and peace. 

Each half term will be resourced with five outlines for Collective 

worship. 

An explanation of the line of the Lord’s prayer and theological 

theme (LP). 

Three will be based on biblical examples – one each from the Old 

and New Testament (OT, NT), and one from Jesus’ teaching (JS). 

The fifth session will illustrate the theme lived out by a Christian 

Saint or a contemporary individual or community (CE).

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/schools-education-homepage/the-year-of-the-diocese/journeythroughbible/


Virtual for 2021 Continuing every 
Monday

Moved to 13 Oct 
2021.  Archbishop 
of York – keynote.

Church of England schools are committed to offering high quality collective 
worship. They are places that recognise and value collective worship as central 
to fostering a sense of community and to expressing the school’s Christian 
vision. In practice this means that structure, planning, evaluation, participation, 
collaboration, and inspection of worship are all taken seriously by the school and 
by diocesan authorities.

This document has been produced to challenge, to guide and set expectations for 
Church school communities and diocesan authorities encouraging them to reflect 
on their practice and to ensure that collective worship remains the relevant and 
essential component of an education that enables all pupils to flourish and to 
‘live life in all its fullness’ John 10:10.

Collective Worship Guidance 18052021.pdf (churchofengland.org)

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Collective%20Worship%20Guidance%2018052021.pdf


The Church Year Engaging with parents

Experiences and opportunity

Experience festivals resource

Diocesan resources 

Bridging church and school

Muddy Church

Sweaty Church

Messy Church

Coffee mornings



Spiritual Development 

www.prayerspacesinschools.com

http://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/


wellbeing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xu0wzIQCQk - An 
interview with 2 headteachers

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT PUPIL WELLBEING – PRAYER 
SPACE IN A BAG

https://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/covid-19-
response

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STAFF WELLBEING -
https://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/stories/611

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/schools-
education-homepage/help-for-schools/mental-health-and-
wellbeing/

Staff Wellbeing

Headteachers

Care packages

Asking how are you?

Retreat /wellbeing opportunities

Bereavement and Loss

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools
-and-youth/schools-education-
homepage/help-for-
schools/bereavement-resources/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xu0wzIQCQk
https://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/covid-19-response
https://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/stories/611
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/schools-education-homepage/help-for-schools/mental-health-and-wellbeing/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/schools-and-youth/schools-education-homepage/help-for-schools/bereavement-resources/


Curriculum and structures 

Visiting the church 
building curriculum subjects

World issues Serving in structures 



curriculum subjects

What could you offer?

People as lesson resources

RE

Wider curriculum 

Visiting the church building

What could you offer?

Living community

Building as a resource



World issues
Refugee Week
14-20th June





What could you offer?

• Is the school part of the welcome for a new incumbent?
• Do you invite the Headteacher to the PCC to report on school and 

community issues?
• Do PCC meetings include item on school links?
• Fill Governor & Foundation Governor (where appropriate) places.
• PCC Responsibilities for Church Schools
• Recognise and applaud governance as part of Christian service.

Serving in structures and Governance



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU ARE DOING TO 

SUPPORT SCHOOLS IN THE DIOCESE


