
 

 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Voluntary Opportunities for 
 

Building Services Specialists – Heating and 
Renewables 

  

 

Could you help ensure the protection and sustainability of the region’s churches? 

 

The York Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches (DAC) would like to hear 

from specialists in building services – mechanical and electrical heating and renewable 

energies, installation and adaptation – who have the time and skills to be able to offer advice 

to the DAC in a voluntary capacity. 

 

Most of the churches in the Diocese of York are listed buildings and part of the nation’s 

heritage.  It is our duty and privilege to work with local communities to care for them and 

make sure that they are fit for purpose. 

 

Changes to church buildings, their settings and their contents are managed by a statutory 

planning system of which our committee is an integral part.  The DAC advises on works to 

parish churches at a regional level, covering a large area including The East Riding, North 

Yorkshire, Cleveland, Teesside and a small part of West Yorkshire.  

 

The role of the DAC is to advise the Diocesan Chancellor on proposals relating to the 

conservation, alteration and appropriate development of churches.  The role of DAC Advisers 

is to give advice to the DAC on matters requiring particular specialist knowledge. 

 

Advising the DAC offers a unique opportunity to help to ensure the long-term protection and 

sustainability of churches.  Being an adviser provides prospects for professional development 

and will allow you to engage with unique situations in special buildings that need bespoke 

solutions. 

 

We are looking for applicants who will bring knowledge and/or practical expertise but also 

imagination, insight, and new and diverse perspectives. An important criterion for an adviser 

is a familiarity with and understanding of heritage buildings. 

 

Examples of previous schemes include replacement of oil-fired systems, underfloor heating in 

very large churches with zoning, FIR heaters in listed buildings, PV cell installations and 

ground source heat pumps. 
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Whilst there is no requirement for an adviser to be a Christian, members must act in 

sympathy with the mission of the Church.  For some of our advisers who are members of the 

Church, the work they do for the DAC is a form of service.  All advisers work from the 

understanding that churches are primarily centres of Christian worship and mission. 

 

Expressions of interest are invited from specialists in the following areas: 
 

 Heating 

 Renewable technologies 

 

We welcome applications for the role of DAC Adviser from competent and experienced 

professionals who can commit to giving written advice on casework on a rolling programme 

as well as undertaking site visits.  Applications are submitted by parishes through an online 

application portal.  There is no requirement to attend DAC meetings (held 9 times a year) 

though advisers are welcome to do so.  This role is voluntary but travel expenses will be paid. 

 

For more information about the role, please see: 
Sub heading (churchofengland.org) 

 

To express your interest, please send your CV and a covering note to Catherine Copp, York 

DAC Secretary   catherine.copp@yorkdiocese.org by 1st November 2021. 

 

Your covering note should briefly say why you are interested, what skills you would bring and 

indicate something about your approach to proposals for works in historic buildings. Please 

let us know whether you would be happy for us to keep your details on file for future 

reference if we are not able to appoint you immediately. We aim to make appointments by 

December 2021. 

 

For further information, please see: 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/running-your-church/church-buildings/the-diocesan-advisory-

committee-for-the-care-of-churches/ 

 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/about-us 

 

About the Diocese of York 

 

With its network of parishes covering the country, the Church of England plays an active role 

in national life, bringing an important Christian dimension to the nation, as well as 

strengthening community life.  The Church of England is arranged geographically into 41 

Dioceses, each under the care of a Bishop, and covers every part of England.  
 

The Diocese of York takes in much of North and East Yorkshire, an area which includes the 

cities of York and Hull, as well as Middlesbrough and Selby, two National Parks, and the 

incomparable Yorkshire coast.  We are led and guided in our faith and work by the 

Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell.  York Minster is our principal church.  Our vision, 

refreshed in 2020, is simply to ‘Live Christ’s Story’. 
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