Diocese of York
Celebration of Ministry
with the institution or collation and induction 
of an incumbent
or the licensing and installation of a priest-in-charge
Introduction
Welcome to this service
This service marks the beginning of a new phase of ministry for priest and people.  It is one to which all come with a high sense of anticipation of God’s blessing on the years ahead, and it is right that this beginning is marked by a special service both of celebration and of dignity.
Structure of the service
· The bishop greets the people
· The new priest is presented to the bishop
· The bishop, priest and people pray and hear the scriptures
· The bishop gives the priest authority to share with him in the care of the parishioners
· The priest is given charge of the buildings and other assets
· The priest and people express their commitment to worship, ministry and mission together
· The bishop, priest and people depart with God’s blessing
Some words in this service may differ, depending on whether the priest is being made vicar, rector or priest-in-charge, and on whether the priest is becoming minister of one or more parishes.  These words are printed in italics.
The congregation is invited to say the words printed in bold type.
Appropriate places are indicated for hymns or other music, but these may be varied.
At the beginning of the service, a procession may enter, for which this order is appropriate
Cross 
Choir 
Ecumenical Guests
Licensed Readers
Clergy 
The Priest, with the Patron or Area Dean
Area Dean, if not walking with the Candidate
Churchwardens 
Diocesan Registrar 
Archdeacon
Bishop 
Bishop’s Chaplain 
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Order of Service
The Gathering
Hymn
The Bishop may say
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
The Greeting
The Bishop greets the people
The Lord be with you;
and also with you.
or
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you;
and also with you.
From Easter Day to Pentecost this acclamation follows
Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.
Words of welcome or introduction are said, 
after which the Bishop continues
Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.  
There is one body and one Spirit.  
There is one hope to which we were called; 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
One God and Father of all.
The Presentation
The Patron or Area Dean says to the Bishop
Bishop in God, I present the Reverend N 
to be admitted to the cure of souls in this parish of ...
The Bishop says
Those who have authority to do so 
have appointed N to be the priest of this parish.  
Is it your will that he should be collated and inducted?
It is.
Will you uphold him in his ministry?
We will.
Will you constantly pray for him?
We will.
The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 
Let us pray or a more specific bidding.
The Bishop says this prayer
Almighty Father, 
you have called your Church into being in your love 
and strengthened us for your service.  
Bless your servant N, 
that he may be a faithful shepherd and a true friend.  
Guide us, inspire us and make us all a joyful Church, 
one in heart and mind;  
for the sake of your kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word
Readings
The first reading, from the Old or New Testament
The reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
There may be a hymn or other music between the readings.
The second reading, from the New Testament
If the second reading is from the Gospels, all remain standing
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to …
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn or other music
The Declaration and Oaths 
All sit
The Priest stands before the Bishop.  The Bishop says
The Church of England is part of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons.
N, in the declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to those in your care?
Priest 
I, N, Clerk in Holy Orders, do so affirm, 
and accordingly declare my belief in the faith 
which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and set forth in the catholic creeds 
and to which the historic formularies 
of the Church of England bear witness;  
and in public prayer and administration of the sacraments, 
I will use only those forms of service 
which are authorized or allowed by Canon.
The Priest takes a copy of the New Testament in his right hand.
This first oath is only taken when the Priest is to be incumbent.
Priest (turning to face the congregation)
I, N, Clerk in Holy Orders, 
do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance 
to His Majesty, King Charles the Third, 
his heirs and successors according to law.
So help me God.
Priest (turning to face the Bishop)
I, N, Clerk in Holy Orders, do swear by Almighty God 
that I will pay true and canonical obedience 
to the Lord Archbishop of York and his successors 
in all things lawful and honest.  
So help me God.
The Priest signs the Declaration and Oaths.
The Collation or Licensing
The Minister kneels before the Bishop who reads the Deed of Collation or Licence 
The Bishop then says to the Priest
 
Receive this cure,

your care and mine
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Bishop blesses the Priest, saying
Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus 
who was wounded for our sins, 
that you may bear in your life and ministry 
the love and joy and peace 
which are the marks of Jesus in his disciples.  
The Spirit of God rest on you, 
filling you with wisdom, understanding 
and the fear of the Lord; 
the peace of Christ stand guard over your heart and mind; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you always.  Amen.  
The Bishop greets the Priest and welcomes him to his new ministry.
The Induction of an Incumbent
The Installation
► This form is used if the Priest is being made incumbent
The Bishop addresses the Archdeacon
Archdeacon, I now ask you to induct and install N into the possession of this benefice.  
All stand, and if necessary turn to face the Archdeacon and Priest.  The Churchwardens lead the Archdeacon’s procession to the main door.  The Archdeacon places the Priest’s hand on the key or handle.
Archdeacon
N, by virtue of the authority given to me 
by the Archbishop of York, I induct you 
into the real, actual and corporeal possession 
of this church and benefice, 
with all its rights, responsibilities, and resources for ministry.  The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in, 
now and always.  Amen.
The procession moves to the place from which the bell may be rung
► This form is used if the Priest is being made priest-in-charge
The Bishop addresses the Archdeacon
Archdeacon, I now ask you to install N as priest of this benefice.
All stand, and if necessary turn to face the Archdeacon and Priest
The Churchwardens lead the Archdeacon’s procession to the place from which the bell may be rung
Archdeacon
N, you have been licensed as priest of this benefice, 
with its responsibilities and resources for ministry.  
The Lord preserve your going out and your coming in, 
now and always.  Amen.
► Both forms continue as follows
The Priest tolls the bell to indicate that his ministry in the parish has begun.
The Churchwardens lead the Archdeacon’s procession to the front of the church, where the Archdeacon places the Priest in his customary seat.
Archdeacon
I set you in the stall of the priest of this parish.  
May God bless you in your ministry 
among the people of this parish.  
Follow the example of the good Shepherd: 
lead with courage and guide with love; 
keep watch over the whole flock 
among whom the Holy Spirit has appointed you.  
Proclaim the gospel, 
restore the lost, 
encourage the faithful 
and build up the body of Christ.  Amen.  
Hymn or other music
During the hymn, the Churchwardens give the Priest the keys of the church(es) of the benefice.
Commitment to Mission and Ministry 
The Area Dean and the Incumbent remain standing.  All others sit
The Area Dean says these or other suitable words
We bring before God gifts he has bestowed on us 
through his grace 
and ask for his blessing, 
that we may love and serve this community 
and work together to make Christ visible among us.  
N, as a pastor, you are called to leadership 
in many aspects of the Church’s 
worship, mission and service.  
People of God, 
I invite you to commit yourselves 
to worship, mission and ministry, 
in company with your priest.
A number of symbols of ministry may be presented.
Someone (perhaps a young person) may present 
a large vessel of water and say
Christ calls his Church to share his Good News, 
to make disciples in his name, 
and to build up his followers in unity 
and in the power of the Spirit.
The Priest says
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish, but have everlasting life.
based on Ephesians 4. 5;  John 3. 16
Someone (perhaps a Reader or ecumenical representative) 
may present a Bible
God has given us the gift of Scripture.  
Let us commit ourselves together to read and study it, 
and to live out the Christian faith through word and deed.
The Priest says
Teach us, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
and we will observe it to the end.
We proclaim Christ crucified, 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.
based on Psalm 119. 33; 1 Corinthians 1. 23, 24
Two people (perhaps Communion assistants) may present
a loaf and a vessel of wine 
On the night before he died, 
Christ commanded his apostles to remember him.  
Every time we eat the bread and drink the cup 
at the table of the Lord, 
we proclaim his death until he comes.
The Priest says
The bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.
Jesus is the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to him will never be hungry; 
whoever believes in him will never be thirsty.  
based on John 6. 33, 35
Someone (perhaps a member of the Parochial Church Council) may present a copy of the Book of Common Prayer or Common Worship 
Take these words that aid our prayers, 
as sign of our common life and discipline of prayer, 
and the lifelong call to open our hearts to the Spirit.
The Priest says
Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
that you may discern what is the will of God.
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.
based on Romans 12. 2; 1 Thessalonians 5. 16-18
The Bishop says to the Priest
Remember that as an ambassador for Christ
God has called you, together with all God’s people,
to make Christ visible, and to care for all in this parish in his name.
The Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.
based on John 13. 5; Mark10.45
The Area Dean says
May God, who has given us the will to serve him, 
give us the vision and the strength to fulfil our calling, 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Welcome
The Priest is greeted by representatives of the parish(es), deanery and community. 
The Priest responds to the welcome, announces the times of the following Sunday Services and gives any other notices.
The Prayers 
The Priest leads the prayers, either alone or with others.
The prayers end as follows:
Eternal God, 
the light of the minds that know you, 
the joy of the hearts that love you, 
and the strength of the wills that serve you: 
grant us so to know you that we may truly love you,
and so to love you that we may fully serve you, 
whose service is perfect freedom; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer is said in this or the traditional form
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen.  
Blessing and Dismissal
All stand
Hymn
During the hymn, a collection is taken for the support of candidates for ordination.  UK tax payers are encouraged to use Gift Aid.
The Bishop uses this or a seasonal blessing
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 
that you may be rooted and grounded in love 
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.
Priest
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen.
Or, from Easter to Pentecost
Priest
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.
The procession leaves in the same order as on entry, except that the Priest walks either after the Area Dean or with the Bishop.
