The Ven Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding, reflects on Mark 10.35-45 for the Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity, 20th October.
Bonjour! That's about as much of my French O-level that I can actually remember. I'm awful at foreign languages. When I go abroad, I'm always hoping, desperately, to find someone that speaks English like I do. Otherwise, we're going to have big communication problems. 
Well, in our gospel reading, we see that Jesus and his disciples seem to speak different languages themselves. They struggle to communicate because their ideas and their concepts are so different from one another. For the disciples, it's about who can be the most important. They're beginning to imagine the kingdom coming, and they want to get the best place in it. 
So, we see in that gospel reading, James and John pitching in first, trying to sit at the left and the right hand side of Jesus. And the disciples, the other ten, when they discover it, they are, we're told, ‘indignant’, which means they had a really good row. They weren't indignant because they were speaking the wrong language, they were indignant because they didn't get in first to ask to be left and right for Jesus in the kingdom. They all wanted that best place, that was their language.
And that, I guess, was the language of their culture; looking to be first, protecting your own interests, and getting to be the best that you can be. And maybe it wasn't just their culture, maybe we when we think about it, that's just a big trait in humanity, isn't it? We all tend to want to put ourselves first, to look after our own interests above all else.
But we see Jesus speaks a different language. He says, if you're really interested in the kingdom, if you want to speak the kingdom language and lead a kingdom lifestyle, then you need to talk about service and about serving. And we see in Jesus's words, it goes far beyond the language and the words alone. It is indeed all about lifestyle.
This is what Jesus said to them: “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, to give his life as a ransom for many.” You see, the way of the kingdom, the language and the lifestyle that Jesus exemplified himself and encourages his disciples and of all of us to follow, is the language of service and serving; to put aside our natural trait of humanity, to look after number one, to protect our interests first, and rather to put others before ourselves, to think about their needs, how we can care for them, how we can meet their needs and their aspirations, how we can support them, particularly the poorest and the most needy in our society. And inevitably, that can be costly. And we see there, Jesus speaking of the future, of what would happen for the Son of Man, who would give so much for the sake of others it would cost him even his own life. 
So, the gospel reading contrasts two different languages. The way of the disciples, of their culture, the way of humanity, of seeking to put ourselves first. They thought that was the kingdom language, they thought that was the way of the future. But Jesus says, no, there's a different language, a language I encourage my followers to always adopt, to speak, and to live.
It's the language of service and of serving, of putting others before ourselves, and working that out in the practice of everyday life. So, as we reflect on this gospel and on the languages that we speak and the way we live our lives, let us think about that language of the kingdom, what it would mean for us to speak it and live it more fully, serving others and living a life of service for them.
Let's pray together. Lord Jesus, we thank you for your example. We thank you that you lived the language and life of service. So, help each one of us to live that way. Show us what it means today, and in the days ahead, as we live out our lives for you. Amen.

