The Rt Revd Barry Hill, Bishop of Whitby, reflects on Luke 19.28-40 for Palm Sunday, 13th April.
Bishop Barry delivers this video reflection in a field, where he is occasionally accompanied by a horse!
The eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed that this is not a donkey. The donkeys of North Yorkshire are much in demand by the churches this Palm Sunday. But the leaders of the Roman Empire had a specially trained group of horses, they were bred just for the purpose; huge stallions groomed with an inch of their life, with a big standard on their front. And leaders would arrive into cities like Jerusalem that they were looking to subdue, showing their power. 
Jesus arrives on a colt, on the foal of a donkey. It is a clear challenge and a direct contrast. Jesus is offering us a choice: what kind of kingdom do we want to be part of? What kind of king do we want? Do we want one who arrives with power and grandeur and looks to subdue and oppress? Or do we want one that comes in humility and in peace, who doesn't make it about them but looks to serve others, even giving up their own life, their own power, so that others may know life? That is the choice of this Palm Sunday.
And the challenge of this Palm Sunday is for us to be a little bit more donkey. To quote the old mobile phone advert, I think that was ‘be more dog’, be more donkey this Palm Sunday. You may know the children's story written from the perspective of the donkey. [brief interruption from the horse in the video] And in comes the donkey, and the crowd are cheering and they’re shouting names, and he said, “Well, that's not my name, but clearly they like me,” you know, and off the donkey struts. The donkey is not the focus of the attention. As churches, we're not the focus of the story this Easter.
We are the ones who get to carry the hope, the light, the life of Jesus into our communities. Or even more, to point out that God is already at work in the lives of our friends and family, our classmates and colleagues. So, this Easter, this Holy Week, the invitation, the challenge in knowing what the kingship of Jesus looks like, that servant kingship that gives up power, that comes in humility, that comes in peace, also invites us to be a little bit more donkey.

