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Living as a Human
in an AI World

The Revd Canon Dr Tim Bull

aiChristian.org

Introduction

Six bishops riding bicycles 
through London.

Microsoft Bing
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Watch again.

But this time 
count the 

shoes.

1. AI is Brilliant

5 6

7 8



09/03/2026

3

• “Summarise this article in five bullet points 
which could be understood by an eleven-
year-old child.”

• “I want to achieve …. Please suggest three 
different ways of doing this, giving the 
strengths and weakness of each approach.”

• “I believe …. What is the strongest counter-
argument? Where might I have made a 
mistake?”

Designing Good Prompts

2. AI is Terrible
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AI and Plagiarism

AI output can look original.

AI can infringe copyright.

Identifying plagiarism can be hard.

Creators need payment and recognition.

Education in this area is essential. Success.

Microsoft Bing

Bias

An image illustrating the 
train service disruption 
between St Albans and 
London, showing the 
replacement buses.

Hallucinations

“One of the most notorious early examples of 
hallucination in LLMs occurred in 2023, when 
a lawyer named Steven A. Schwartz used 
ChatGPT to prepare a legal brief for a personal 
injury lawsuit against an airline. Schwartz used 
ChatGPT to research court filings; the AI cited 
six fake cases. He then presented these to the 
court as real precedence without verifying 
their authenticity or accuracy. …”

Ethan Mollick; Co-Intelligence; 2024

An Example of Hallucination
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“One of the most notorious early examples of 
hallucination in LLMs occurred in 2023, when 
a lawyer named Steven A. Schwartz used 
ChatGPT to prepare a legal brief for a personal 
injury lawsuit against an airline. Schwartz used 
ChatGPT to research court filings; the AI cited 
six fake cases. He then presented these to the 
court as real precedence without verifying 
their authenticity or accuracy. …”

Ethan Mollick; Co-Intelligence; 2024

An Example of Hallucination

A wine glass is filled
to the brim with
wine and milk.

Microsoft Bing

Deep Fakes Deep Fakes
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3. How AI Works
Training a Large Language Model

An LLM must be 
trained …

… before it can be 
used.

  She won the Olympic

gold

  She won the Olympic gold
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  She won the Olympic gold

fish

  She won the Olympic gold medal.

In response, 
the machine 
changes its 
internal 
settings

The AI model consists of many layers.

25 26

27 28



09/03/2026

8

Each layer contains 
many parameters.

These numbers 
represent what the AI 

“knows”.

A Large Language 
Model may contain 

over 100 billion 
parameters in total.

OutputInput

The layers control the AI’s responses.

Input

During training, the AI will make mistakes.

Output

is compared 
with what it 
should  have 
been to give

Error

Error

The AI must learn from its mistakes.
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Error

It does this by changing its parameters. This results in an improved AI model.

New 
Output

New
Input

The AI now gives better responses.

Outputs
Errors

Inputs

During training this whole process is repeated billions of times.
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4. AI and Theology

Charles Kingsley (1819 to 1875) — “We knew of old that God was so 
wise that He could make all things: but behold, He is so much wiser 
than even that, that He can make all things make themselves.”

Humanity as Co-Creators

Hildegard of Bingen (c. 1098 to 1179) — Creativity is a divine 
vocation, and humans have an exalted responsibility to create.

Philip Hefner (1932 to 2024) — Developed the idea of human beings 
as “created co-creators”.

Charles Kingsley (1819 to 1875) — “We knew of old that God was so 
wise that He could make all things: but behold, He is so much wiser 
than even that, that He can make all things make themselves.”

Humanity as Co-Creators

Hildegard of Bingen (c. 1098 to 1179) — Creativity is a divine 
vocation, and humans have an exalted responsibility to create.

Philip Hefner (1932 to 2024) — Developed the idea of human beings 
as “created co-creators”.

AI Sermons

Holy Spirit

PeoplePreacherExperience Life

Inspiration
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AI Sermons

Holy Spirit

PeoplePreacherExperience Life

Inspiration

Where Do We Put Our Faith?

Where Do We Put Our Faith? Evil as the “Almost True”

Eve in the 
Garden of Eden

Jesus in the 
Wilderness

Us interacting
with an AI
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Evil as the “Almost True”

Eve in the 
Garden of Eden

Jesus in the 
Wilderness

Us interacting
with an AI

The computer 
says: “No”!

Hidden, Unexplainable Reasoning

If Light = “Red”

  Then STOP

  Else GO

What is the AI Doing?

If Light = “Red”

  Then STOP

  Else GO

What is the AI Doing?
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Minds and Things

We divide the world into things that have minds and things that don’t.

Minds and Things

We divide the world into things that have minds and things that don’t.

The Structure of a Computer The Structure of a Computer
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Human Life isn’t all “Input—Output”

Care and 
Empathy

Worship and 
Spirituality

Complex
Emotions

Joyful Play
and Fun

Human Life isn’t all “Input—Output”

Care and 
Empathy

Worship and 
Spirituality

Complex
Emotions

Joyful Play
and Fun

Really Knowing Reality

The Need to be EmbodiedInfinite Library

Really Knowing Reality

The Need to be EmbodiedInfinite Library
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Movies fool us into 
seeing a series of still 
images as motion.

Is AI fooling us into 
seeing “intelligence” 
where there isn’t any?

What We Really See at the Movies

Artificial Lights Artificial Flowers

What Kind of “Artificial”?

Thank You

57 58

59


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59

