Archdeacon Amanda reflects on John 17.1-11 for the Seventh Sunday of Easter, 17th May.
I wonder why we're hearing this particular passage from St John's Gospel just a few days after we've celebrated Ascension Day. It feels a little bit out of order. Here, we have Jesus offering some teaching to his disciples about what is going to happen to him and to them because he knows that his arrest and crucifixion are drawing very, very near. Yet, only three days ago, in church, we celebrated the ascension of Jesus into heaven, which happened 40 days after Easter. So, what's going on? Well, perhaps it's because this is a good reminder and a good time to hear that reminder. 
For me, this passage is completely tied up with our diocesan vision of being a people who are living Christ’s story. It's a reminder that being a Christian isn't about ticking a box on a form; it's an active decision to follow Christ. We are called to live out the story, not just know about it. As Jesus prays to God, he reminds his disciples that he had come to earth with work to do. He's accomplished that, but whilst he will soon no longer be in the world, the work will continue and the disciples will still be there carrying on that work, but without Jesus to guide and care for them. “Holy Father,” he prays. “Protect them in your name that you have given me, that they may be one as we are one.”
Being a disciple, being a Christian isn't easy, and doing things alone is always harder than doing them with the support and encouragement of others. We are a family of faith, there to look out for each other. Since Easter, our Sunday Bible readings have taken us on a journey with the disciples, taking us from their shock and distress after the crucifixion to their joy at the resurrection, and the growing understanding that the task that Jesus began - the task to make God known - is theirs now. 
They don't yet know how the Holy Spirit is going to equip and inspire them for that task, but they do have the words of hope we hear in today's passage; “Holy Father, protect them so that they may be one.” These are words of hope and encouragement for us too, as we try to be Jesus's disciples, people who are living Christ’s story day by day. “All mine are yours,” says Jesus to God. “Protect them in your name.” 
Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God who gave to Christ authority over all people, help us to be his disciples, making your name known to all. Build us into a people who are living Christ’s story, protected in your name, and confident that through him, we and you are one. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

