Bishop Eleanor reflects on Matthew 9.35 – 10.8 for the First Sunday after Trinity.
As we come to our gospel this week, we're met with so much. There are so many different aspects of today's reading, that it's difficult to know perhaps where to focus, and the risk of drawing on one thing means that we're missing out on so many other parts. But as I've been reading this and praying for it, I've been particularly struck by four things. So, I'm going to talk us through each of those things, but that in the context of our life together as a diocese, as we journey towards our first diocesan conference for quite a while this year, which is named Called and Sent. The gospel today in Matthew is a gospel of being sent, so that overarches all the way in which I've prayed and thought about this gospel for us this week as a diocesan family.
So, the first thing is that Jesus sends the disciples, and we've just been journeying through our church year, where Jesus then says in his resurrected presence, “As the father has sent me, so I send you.” We are sent people and we are meant to be sent people. So that must shape all that we do together. And I don't know about you, but when I read this first sending, one of these sendings that Jesus does and you read the experiences that disciples have, it can feel a long way away from our experience of being sent, but it isn't.
We are all sent. We’re sent to neighbours, we’re sent to particular places, as some of us may have relocated for the gospel through our lives. Others of us may have been called to be faithful in particular communities, but we're still sent. We’re sent as labourers in God's harvest to the people that are in our lives. So, we must understand ourselves as disciples who are sent by Jesus in Jesus's name.
But how are we sent? Well, there's things in this gospel that I believe are still powerfully true for us today, and those are the other things I want to draw out. So, the first is about peace. This gospel has often been used to understand the way that God calls us, in Jesus, to follow his pattern of seeking people of peace, people who are hungry, who want to hear, who want to learn, who show that by offering hospitality, who have a peacefulness about receiving the gospel. And Jesus says, look for these people. Look for the people who are hungry for the gospel. In other words, we could think of that good soil, the soil that's waiting for the gospel seeds to be planted in their lives. So, look for peaceable people. 
But importantly, we are also meant to be people of peace. So, when Jesus says, if the people don't receive you in peace, let your peace return to you. You still have that peace. Jesus isn't saying that gives you the right to then act in ways that are not peaceful. He says don't match pitch with what is unpeaceful. You are a person of peace, and you seek people of peace, and if you don't find people of peace, then let your peace return to you and take that peace somewhere else. Because Jesus is our peace, and we don't ever lose that peace, it's not for us to act in unpeaceable ways as a disciple of Jesus. 
The second thing that I want to draw out from this gospel about our own way of being sent is about wisdom and innocence. So, Jesus speaks about being cunning, you know, which we might not quite appreciate in that sense, but the way of being wise. Be astute. Be mindful of the things that are happening. Don't be naive, be astute. Be kind of cunning, think in that way, but be innocent. And again, as Jesus describes scenarios that are far from peaceful scenarios of profound religious oppression, religious violence, and other sorts of violence. Jesus again is not saying, then you match pitch. When you find that violence and you respond with equal violence and passion, no, be innocent, be astute to the times, but be innocent.
So, we're sent, we’re sent as people of peace, we’re sent as innocent people, people who are intentionally cultivating the fruit of the spirit. And even if we don't meet peace or innocence, we maintain it in our own lives. And the final thing, the fourth thing is to go back to the very beginning of this gospel, that it is Jesus who asks us to pray to the Lord of the harvest, to send out labourers into the harvest.
Therefore, we’re to be humble people who will partner in the gospel with whoever the Lord calls and sends. As we are sent, so God is sending and calling other people, and it's not our harvest. We're not the Lords. So, we work and we perceive with those who God has also called and also sent. And we do that as humble brothers and sisters, as members of the same family of God, serving the one Lord that is not ourselves.
So, I pray for us this week that we will catalyse that identity within ourselves as people sent in Jesus. And that as part of that identity, we will cultivate our peaceability, our peacefulness, our innocence, our determination to be that light and salt in a violent world, and that we will be humble, praying that God will send people and then responding with grateful thanks alongside all who God calls and sends with us.
Finally, the harvest is plentiful. I know as the bishops in this diocese, we cannot keep on top of the amount of confirmation services. It's so wonderful the amount of people coming to God in so many beautiful ways. I want to really encourage us that the harvest is plentiful. So therefore, let us rejoice that we are called and sent.
Amen.

