Archbishop Stephen introduces Free Will Offer
As some of you know, for the past year or so, I've been travelling across the diocese and across the north of England on what I've called the Lord's Prayer Tour. And when I've been talking with many churches, schools, and various groups about this prayer that Jesus gave us, the word I probably spend more time talking about than any other is the opening word ‘our.’ 
Because it is a revolution in our understanding of our relationship with each other under God. Not my God, not your God, but ours. It's our God. It's our faith. It's our church. And therefore, when we say the Lord's Prayer, whether we like it or not, we are declaring that we are in relationship with one another, but that together we are sisters and brothers, part of the ‘one body,’ as Paul describes the Church, and therefore we have responsibilities to each other. 
The way that we fund and support the ministry of the Church is through what we call, in the diocese, a Free Will Offer. We give because of what we have so generously received in Jesus Christ. We give as an expression of our faith and commitment to Christ, and we give not just for our church and ourselves, but for the whole of our Church, which is our neighbours in Christ, which is the diocese of which we are a part, knowing that in our diocese, there are places of great need and challenge which need our financial support as well as our prayers and as well as our ministry. 
There's help available in the diocese if you want to know more and do more to give generously and to live generously. We can fund and support the ministry of the whole Church, but we're going to have to give generously and sacrificially for that whole ministry, and in it, because it's our father, not just mine. We all have a part to play.

