Bishop Flora reflects on Matthew 14.22–33 for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity, 9th August.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Today's gospel finds us once again on a lake side with Jesus and his disciples. Here, in the middle of Matthew's gospel, a lot's been happening right before the reading we have today. First, we have in this chapter the account of the death of John the Baptist; story about the cost of discipleship, of faithfulness to God and his call, about betrayal and taste for blood and corruption. It makes pretty grim reading. And then, the exact opposite. The next - the very next - thing in Matthew's gospel is the feeding of the five thousand; a story about God's overwhelming generosity, about provision and mercy absolutely overflowing. Here, Jesus is trying to withdraw from the crowd and go to a deserted place, but the crowds all follow him and need feeding.
After the feeding of the five thousand, we come to the reading set for today. Immediately after the feeding of the five thousand, we read, ‘He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead to the other side while he dismissed the crowds, and after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray,’ which was, of course, what he was trying to do in the first place, before they all turned up and needed feeding. ‘And when evening came,’ it says, ‘he was there alone. And by this time the boat, battered by the waves was far from land, for the wind was against them.’ 
It's easy to imagine that wonderful, spiritual, extraordinary things only happen in special, wonderful, extraordinary spiritual places. But here, they are in the most familiar environment imaginable for Jesus and his disciples. They’re by the lake; they’re on the lake. So many of the disciples had their workplace there. It was the place of their daily labour where they earned their bread as fishermen. Out on the lake, a very familiar environment, not a special spiritual place at all, but the place to which they went to work every day. So, this is the location for this amazing, miraculous event, when Jesus comes towards the disciples early in the morning, walking towards them on the lake. And when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
So here they are in this very familiar environment; the boat is battered by the wind and bashed by the waves, but they're professional fishermen - they know all about that. The boat is their most familiar place. The lake, the place they go to daily. The place where they derive their living and their food. And Jesus, coming towards them on the lake, is taking a place that's completely familiar to them, an environment they really understand. They know about the wind and the waves. He's taking that environment and transforming it into a place of extraordinary spiritual revelation of something miraculous, he walks on the water towards them. 
They are afraid. But Jesus says to them, take heart. It's me. Don't be frightened. And Peter, oh, Peter, always the first to come out and speak, says, “Lord, if it's you, command me to come to you on the water.” And he said, “Come.” So, Peter got out of the boat and started walking on the water. Jesus says the most simple thing possible to Peter. He just says, “Come.” And Peter is afraid and begins to sink. And Jesus reaches out to him. So, here is Peter having a truly amazing spiritual experience, something miraculous in his workplace. In the place that's most - the environment that's most familiar to him, on the water, and here, briefly, in the water.
Every single place where we live our lives, day by day, can be that place of encounter with Christ, can be the place where he says to us, “Come,” where he reaches out his hand to us. When we are beginning to sink, when he shows us his love, his generosity, his kindness, when he reveals to us his grace. The most familiar, mundane environment in the world can be the place where God is most at work, a place of holiness and revelation. Here on the lake, that's what Peter experiences. Here in this place, so familiar, so well known, he discovers something truly extraordinary. And with the disciples, it says, ‘When he got into the boat, they worshipped him. And Jesus says to them, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” And they say, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”’
So, Jesus reaches out to Peter and bids him come, and Peter recognises the truth about Jesus. Here, in his workplace, in the ordinariness of his life, something truly wonderful happens. Amen.

